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(Caule of the [nnocene 


His Accuſers pretended Charge, 
CONEV TE D:: 
Their unparalle]'d Aings, ungolpel-like Deal- 
ings, arid unrighteous Proceedings againſt 
-» their Paſtor, DECLARED: 


OR, 
Truth breaking. forth , rhroge} the. 


. - Mift of Clouds and Slanders, 


Publiſhed by Samuel Bradley ; who ts Aflicted, Rejected,, 
Deſpiſed, Reproached 3 (yet a Fried ro Zron) though 
troubled on every fide, yet not Diftrefled ; Perplexed, 
but not in Deſpair ; Perſecuted,but not Forſaken 3 caſt 
down, but not Deſtroyed. | 


. Jer. 20,10, For I have heard the defaming of many, fear. 
on every fide 3 Report; ſay they, and"we will veport tt. 
Ifa. 30.8, 9. Now, go wrue it before themina Table, and 
" notett ina Buok, that it may be for the time to come, for 
_fver and ever 3. That this 1s a Rebellious People 3 lying 
:; Children, Children that mill not hear the Law' of the Lords 
Prov: 18. 17. Hethat is firft in bis owncauſe, ſeemeth Juſt, 
- but his natgbbour, cometh and ſearcheth him. 
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To all who inquire the way to Zion, with their fa- 
ces thuberward ; we ſend greeting, ſaluting all 
ſuch as love our Lord Jeſus in ſincerity. 


1at which hath been the ingaging cauſe to move us to this 
work of publick view, is that Controverhe Which hath for 


ſome months been berween the Author herein mentioned, 
and ſome perſons diflenting from him , whoſe aQings 
have been not becoming the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus: Ir 1s 


the joy of our Souls, - the Reports and Scandals that have been - 


caſt upon the Author herein mentioned, is through Grace made to 
appear to be no more but Reports and Scandals, which tends to 
his Crown of Rejoycing, Mat, 5. 11. 

A Catalogue of the Proceedings of theſe people, for whom this 
Servant of God h2th laboured in the Goſpel, you have 1n this 
enſuing Diſcourſe: 

Firſt, To the Reader ; if thou wilt be found, who ever thou 
art, todo that which may pleaſe God, and not prejudice thy own 
peace, then look upon the Matters and Controverſies in So 
with Spiricual Eyes, that ſo thou mayeſt diſcern it, leſt thou like 
the Spider, turn all into poyſon ; therefore for thy help remember 
theſe three things : 

Firſt, Rzmember Gol is alwayes,and at all times,in all places 
preſent ; let_this ſtir thee up to a ſerious conſideration of this in- 
tuing Diſcourſe, 

Secondly, Remember the judgement due to them which put e- 
vil conftru&tion upon good things, which call evil good, and good 
evil ; which put light for darkneſs, and darkneſs for light ; and 
{weer for bitter, and hitter for ſweet. 

Thirdly, Remember the great account that every man and wo- 
man mutt give for every mercy received, and for every evil 
thought, every idle word, every finful ation Which is done or 
acted by the Sons of mzn, at the great day of the Lord's ap- 
P2arance. 

Secondly, As torching the Author herein mentioned, it being 


= 


Our. 


To THE READER, 


our portion to have moſt intimate communion with him in the 
time of his exilement, we are emboldned to ſpeak ſo far as we 
have ſeen, or ſo far as the Lord hath given us light and knowledge 
in the things of God, and in his wayes : we have ſeen nothing in 
bis Life and Converſation, but as doth become the Goſpel; though 
in times paſt he was caught in Satans inare, and God did ſuffer 
him to fall under fin, not to his Condemnation, but for his Humi- 
liation ; for God will loſe none of his Jewels, for zhom he loveth, 
he loveth tothe end : And God did manifeſt a powerful repentance 
n his Soul, and made fin the objeR of his loathing ; and as 1s 
made manifeſt by John Glade, and Benjamin Minzes, in their Epi- 
les witten in the Authors behalf, in his Book intituled, The 
Aﬀrtted and Retired Mans Meditations, concermng the Excellency of 
the Spirit, Where they wiit very eminently-in the Vindication of 
the Author aforeſaid , —_ us, They were Spellators of the 
work of Repentance wrought in his Soul : In the aforeſaid Epiile is 
declared, T hat his whole converſation ts as it becomes the Goſpel, *.0 
the which we do refer the Reader. 

The manifeſtation thereof is ſo great, that all the fins he hath 
committed, and all the Devils in Hell, all the men upon Earth, 
profeſſors and prophane, are never able to ve1ihe to the contrary, 
This we Write not to applaud the Creature, but rather to promste 
the honour of the Creator, becauſe God hath born a teſtimony to 
the truth of it, as they themſelves have confeſled; witneſs their 
Letter of Recommendation, wherein they ſay, The Lord hath 
made bim inflrumental to draw them ont of the Pit of Darkzeſs, and 
to bring them into the Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God: This is his 
Crown of Rejoyceing, though they ſince have made it a time of re- 
proaching, - for want of a Spirit of love, and a ſound mind, 

Thirdly, We are not only SpeQators of his Holy Converſati- 
on, but alſo of his ſore Affliction, and great opprethon which he 
hath undergone by them, for whom he hath travelled in the Go- 
ſpel ; it being a work the Lord hath caſt into our hands, to ftand 
up for his ſupport, under his oppreſſion, inflicted upon him by 
God for good ends, beſt known to himſelf, bur inſtrumental by 
them on Whom the t1avel cf his Soul hath been ſpent; the 
thoughts of theſe things doth cauſe us for to tremble, to confider 
the ungoſpel-like dealings which they have made uſe of to throw 
down their Paſtor and Brother in Chriſt, from that Center 

A2 where 


TO THE READER, 


where the Lord did place him, A brief Catalogue take as follow- 
eth in theſe (hort Particulars, 

Firſt, They lay aide the Rules of Chriſt, and make uſe of 
their own. 

Secondly, They reproach him before they reprove him, contra- 
ry to the Rule of Chriſt, or of his Apoſtle Pal, 

Thirdly, They charged him with tin, but never proved it. 

Fourthly, They Condemned him without any Tryal, 

Fifthly, They ſay, they caſt him out, but never (et a day apart 
to ſeek the Lords afliftance in maiters of ſo Weighty concern” 
ment, and b:oke their promiſe which they made to one of us, to 
forbear their proceedings till the next Meeting. 

Sixthly, They ſend Copies of his Accuſarion to the Churches, 
and by no means he that was concerned therein mult ſeeit, And 
that which is matter of great lamentation, is, that one of theſe 
perſons, whoſe name is unto the pretended Charge, ſaid to I. 


C. a few dayes before the Breach, That he did judge S. B, bad as 
much of the Spirit of God as any man in England : And yet proceed- * 


ed as aforeſaid, 

In this enſuing Diſcourſe, by the Author himſelf, you may ſee 
their work made manifeſt, and then you may determine whether 
it hath the Impreſſion of God, yea or nay, if you weigh it in the 
Ballance of the Sanctuary, Can any perſon prove, and ſay to 
this Author herein mentioned, all this time Which report and re- 
proaches have been ſpread abroad concerning him, Th thou haſt 
doxe, IF there had been any miſcarriage in him, where is the 
Spiritual-minded man, who according to the Rule of the A- 
polile, given in Gal. 6. I, that ever came to reſtore him with the 
Spirit of Meekneſs? This we may fear, that Love is wanting, or 
elſe the number of the Faithful” is but few; And may it not be 
ſaid;concerning thoſe unparallel'd Proceedings of theſe Perſons) 
aSit was in the beginning concerning the Woman, She takes of 
the Serpent, and the man received of the Woman, and ſoit ſpread over 
all man-kind ; ſo now,the Woman takes from the ſurmifing Spirit, 
which 1s of the Serpent, and ſhe delivers to the man, he ſpreads it 
abroad to the Churches, and this was the Original of their pro= 
ceeding againſt their Paſtor ; but we have a Proverb in England, 
which istrue in this caſe, That Concert without receit,zs plain deceit: 
We would leave with you, in the Love and Fear of the Loxd, an 
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TO THE READER, 


Exhbortation to Love, that great duty that is ſo little exerciſed a- 
mong the People of God, 

Did we live in Love, it would unite the hearts of the 
Faithful together ; Love would cauſe God's Miniſters to op the 
mouth of back-biters, reproachers, and ſcandalous perſons , 
which take up reports from report, Without the knowledge of any 
thing that is reported ; Oh let it be enough, that the Adverſary 
is ſmiting without, let not God's People ſmite within ; its a 
ſymptom of the nearneſs of Chrilts approach, when fellow Ser- 
vants ſhall ſmite one another ; conſider the judgement due to 
ſuch ; for 1t 1s too grievous to be born; for if we bite and devour 
one another, we ſhall be devoured one of another : for God hath 
ſaid, That if he kyndle a firein Gilgal, there ſhall be none found to 
queuch it in the Houſe of Bethel ; how therefore live in Love, 
then will the diviſions of Rubes ceaſe, that the Glory promiſed 
to the Churches and Members of Chriſt, may be given to them, 
which muſt not be looked for without a Reformation : therefore 
ſhake off the Raggs of Reproaching, and the Garments of Back- 
biting, and put on the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and come 
forth in the purity of the Spirit, which ſhall be che Prayers of them 
which are willing to ſuffer affliction for the Truth, Intereſt and 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and have love to all that love the Lord 
Jeſus in fincerity : We whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed,are 
for the molt part eye and ear witneſſes to what is here expreſt,and .. 
therefore commend them to all, wiſe-hearted people to deter- 
mine, and remain the Aſſertors of Truth, 


The firſt day Henry Tabor. 
of the 7th. Nicholas Clark, 
month, 1664. Thomas Roſe. 
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ACOPY of the Pretended CHARGE againſt 
SAMUEL BRADLEY. 


To the Churches and faithful Brethren in Chriſt Jeſus, greeting. 
Beloved and longed for : 
V E have at lait as the Reſult which we hope the Lord bath 


brought upon our Spirits, reſolved to acquaint you with our 
Proceedings with Samuel Bradley, and the Reaſon of our ſo doing. 

Firſt, We do judge he ſlill lieth ander the guilt of thoſe great and 
horrid crimes for which he was dealt with by his People. 

Secondly, «A's if all that were too little, he hath added, by ſeveral 
late and new Miſcarriages, | 

1. A high diſorder, axd therein a manifeſt breach of Trath, as he 
was an Overſeer in the Chnrch of God, in bringing a Diſorderly Per- 
ſen without the knowledge and againſt the Principle of the Church, and 
of the Truth it ſelf, to preach to them, and pray with them; and this 
55 a compleate evil, eſpecially in hin, ſo to run upon the Rule of Chriſt, 
ſo to hazard the Churches ſtability, which might have been invaded, 
by dropping ſome Dottrine as might have ſhakgn the faith of ſome, and 
ſo man ll 'y to hazard the Churches Peace and Communion , eſpecially 
to bring in ſuch a perſon at he, contrary to the eAdvice given inthe 
20th of the Ats, where the Elders are exhorted to feed the Church, 
and not to rune it, 

2, We have great cauſe to ſuſpett him very guilty of pernicions de- 
ſigns againſt the Saints ; foraſmuch as he knew this Perſon he ſo 
brought 1n,to be a very dapgeron' wicked Perſon, and ſaying of him, he 
would never come into his company more ; and now without publick, ſa- 
tr5fattion given by hinsor taken from him,to bring him into the Church; 
and more then all this, to call out one Brother by Name, whom he knew 
zealous for the work, of the Day, to pray in hus preſence, as if he did 
01 purpoſe lay in wait to catch what he could to anſwer him and others : 
this deeply and effetiually perſmades us he could not be wuhont great 
purpoſes to deal very treacherouſly with us, 

3. He ts guilty of a very ſinful confederacy with this Enemie of the 
* Lords, whom he hath ſingled out for his company , hugging and em- 

bracing of him as 4 Ms a friend that ſaw it, when he brought him 
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A Copy of the pretended Charge agaioft S. Bradley. 
into the Congregation ; and ſince is a great frequenter of his Houſe 
aud Company, as if ut were a ſmall thing to wrap himſelf up in all his 
Iniquities, and ſe to draw upon himſelf the Vengeance due to ſuch vile 
tranſgreſſuns, contrary expreſly to the Lords Commands , Say not a 
confederacy ; 4nd, Have no fellowſhip, ſaith our Apoſtle, with 
unfruitful Works nor Workers of Darkneſs : When thou ſaweſt 
a Thief, thou conſenteſt with him, Pſal.50, and that which is more 
conſiderable,one of his preſent Abettors and Adherents told us he did ſo to 
ſave his own ſelf : and hath hereby fained the Glory of Chriſt, and re- 
proached the glorious footſteps of this Anoynted King, 1n which he hath 
eminently triumphed over his Enemies in theſe latter dayes, more that 
many, if not any 1nthis day ; and in which alſo he hath given the tye to 
his own Vows and Proteſtation in the ſight of God, That he hated and 
abhorred the thoughts of looking toward much ſelf with aſſociating 
with ſuch perſons, and yet now tell a Brother he was ſorry for what of 
that kinde he bad ſpoken, 

5. He ſtands guilty of opening the Nakedneſs and Dealings in the 
Secrets of the Church in bus pnblique Preachings, and this hath been 
frequent ; being deſired by two Brethren to forbear ſuch Paſſages, ſhew- 
ing how diſhonourable they were to God, and grievous to them, be ſolemn- 
ly engaged never to do the like again ; nevertheleſs at the very next 
Meeting be bad of his own appointing, of which be had two or three 
aweek,, Gefodes the Church-Mettings, did publickly declare that his 
Church flopped his Mouth, ſo that be durſt not fur diſpleaſing them 
preach thoſe Traths he would, 

6. He ts puilty of ſuch raſh Paſſion and Spiritual Pride un hu cax- 
riages towards us tn convittion and diſtinition, one to vindicate a ſcan- 
yo 08 tranſgreſſor that was to be dealt within the Church, charged 4 
Siſter with alye in the face of the Church, and afterward to cover h:s 
evil made it a miſtake ; to juſlific the wicked and to condemn the righ- 
teows, both are in an abomination to the Lord ; the firſt #, but few 
weeks but ſome or other would meet with their woundings and burden» 
mos ; and ſometimes meet with Repulſes in their Addreſſes to him,they 
muſt not teach their Elder ; ſometimes he ſcorned to be taught hts du- 
ty by any Member in the Congregation ; and ſomerimes he would ;ncom- 


paſs them with Fained Flatteries and Repentances, and yet in the mean 


time fly out 1:0 thoſe foul breaking parts, that indeed he was become a 
Burden to us : Alſo of ſome of thoſe petty things, we have alſo at large 
to be brought forth, if deſired by auy. Axd if you adde to all thus, bts 
. car- 
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A Copy of the pretended Charge againſt S, Bradley, , 
carriage while we were dealing with hims ; at -one time breaking out tn- 
ro very wicked reviling and contempt, as, He Bxd.brought up a Bird to 
pick. out bis Eyes, a Brother that then ſpake, Black-mduth,Foul-mouth, 
{1d he had ſþit the Devil all day, And at another tinge wilely ſcof- 
fed at the Work. of the Lord, being acquainted he (hould be cut off, 
ſcoffingly ſaid, It would be cut and dried by and by. Aud as a further 
Evidence of hu Hardneſs and Implacableneſs under all, when ut was 
told him. he was cut off, he makgs that the time of his liberty, as he ſaid 
to ſome preſent with him, Now he had his liberty to go and preach the 
Goſpel unto the world : And gives out that he 1s —_— and yet he 
hath made his Appeal to the C hurches, and cannot be heard ; and now 
makes his Appeal to God, and queſtions not but in a Twelvemonth he 
(hall makg hs and the Churches to know their Ew1l, 

This being but a brief Copy of thoſe many grand evils for which our 
Brethren belive and now haut cut him off , and caſt him oat for the de- 
fruition of the fleſh : And ſo now bear our Teſtimony againſt all his evil, 
and all bis Adherents ; and ſet our Hands tothe Truth of ut, 


Brothers. Brothers. Siſters, 
Glyde. Green. Laurence, 
Minzes, Afton, Winter. 
Johnſon, Bentlie Famer, Potter. 
Morlie, Siſters. Sturrup, 
Bentlie Sexor, Abigail Fich. Ellengray, 
Hackney. Mary Hackney. Grove. 
Cook, Elizabeth Hackney, Bentlie, 
Potter, Anne Bear. - Scales. 

Jones. Elizabeth Haten. Robinſon, 
Lane, Gibbes. 


The Reader may take gotice, That Robert Bentlie Junior, whoſe 
name is ſet down to this pretended Charge, did declare to Tho- 
mas Roſe, Thathedid never ſet his hand to any ſuch thing : So that 
what may this be called but plain deceit ? and it is abominable 
not onely in the fight of the Lord, but good men alſo, and a fin 
PR by the Judge ; to counterfeit a mans name, and bring 

im in as a Witneſs to their pretended Charge, when he was in 
no capacity ſo to be, as being then no Member of the Church, A 
further Ditcovery of their Uncharitable Proceedings followeth. 

A 
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A brief Account of the Ungoſpel-like Dealings, and 
Unrighteous Proceedings of John Glyde, Benja- 
min Minzes, John Johnſon, ani the reſt of the 
Diſſenting Members with them, manifeſted againſt 
thr Paſtour Samuel Bradley, as followeth. 


Pon the 5th day of the 5th month, 1663, at a Brothers 
houſe, namely Jobs Glyde, was the Church meet, and 
continued all that day with one accord, preaching 
the Word, and in Prayer, yea, Breaking of Breaq# 

with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart, and praifing of God ; at 
the cloſe of the day, a Letter of Recommendation, was read, in 
order to ſend me forth to preach the Goſpel ; and the Letter be- 
ing read, they with one conſent afſented, and immediately figned 
the ſame, and gave me up unto the Lord, his Work and Service, 
with endeared Manifeſtations of Love at our parting : The week 
following I.took my journey, and at the evening of the ſame day, 
I entered upon the work ; finding a door op2ned by the Lord after 
the Lord's Work was there accompliſhed, I travelled farther into 
the Conntry, where I found the Lord's harveſt to be very great, 
and did conrinue in the Work by night as well as by day, finding 
the People exceeding thirfty & hungry after the Means of Grace ; 
where much work for the Lord might have been done, had not falſe 
Reports & Reproaches put a ſtop thereunto : After eight or nine 
dayes had been ſpenr in'this Service," quite contrary unto my own 
expectation, I was by providence rewined back again to Londox, 
and at my return there was fuch news preſented unto me, - that 
was ſtruck into ſome kind of amazement to hear of that diftir:&i 
on that was in the Congregation, and of their Reſolutions con- 
cerning me. The next day, being the firſt day of the week, they 
were reſolved to meet about me. Truly my ſoul was much grie- 
ved; ts confider what a (weer and heavenly Potture I left them in 
about eight or nine dayes before, and to hear of ſuch a ſudden al- 
reration ; I being weary, riding very{ hard for to reach Lon- 
don that day, -and hearing nothing of it before 1 came, 1 1y- 
. 8 ing 
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2 Truth breaking forth : 
ing down upon a bed, being over -whelmed in my ſpitit with grief 
and.ſorrow, at laſt th: Lord was pleaſed fpr to revive me'agun 
with th:ſe words, 1 will nat leave thee comfortleſs ; theſe words 
were ſet hom2 with ſuch power throvgh Grace, -I was refreſhed 
and ſatisfied again, and fer down my rcloJution, by the help of che 
Lord, to go the day following, and make my appearance to the 
Church, that I might underttand how things were : The fiſt day 
being come, and the Church meeting at the place aforeſaid, where 
" FTleftthem in ſuch a ſweet harmonious poſture ; they had begun 
before I had encered the meeting ; after the firlt brother had end- 
ed his pray:r, the ſecond b:gan to ſpzak, Benjamin Minzes by 
name, and his way of ſpeaking Was in ſuch a ſad railing revilin 
manner, as many can witneis who were in the heating thereof, 
that did admire at my patience, to hear my ſelf reviled at that 
rate. A little of his reviling Language is here repeated ; That 
a hnndred pounds was a great deal of money,to betray the People of God ; 
and for a piece more he would do much ; but let them go and do as Ju- 
das did, hang themſelves for their labour : and that he that ſhould joyn 
with a Trapan when he doth come to preach here, 1 mould 
turn my back, npon him and let him preach unto the walls, Benjamin 
Minzes, when the heat of his blood was over, did not go untold 
of it : to colour over his wickedneſs and deceit, makes this re- 
ply ( thinking to ſhift it off, but it will notdo ) He did not name 
Sam. Bradly : This covertng is too-ſhort to cover over his evil ; 
for befides the teflimony of his own conſcience, I have many un- 
deniable arguments to prove it againlt him ; but for the preſent 
Iſhall omit it. 

Again, Benjamun Minzes did in the bitterneſs of his ſpitit fur- 
ther declare openly unto all forts of People; Adviſing to ſerve them, 
4 Samuel did Agag, hew them to preces : Saying alſo, that they bad 
power to cut off, and caſt out : Where we may plainly ſee, he ſtirred 
them up to cut off their Paſtor before they had'given himſo much 
as a heating: andthis.is that they call cheir juſt dealing, 

And after j.G. had done preaching, B. cMinzes, made-ans« 
ther ſpeech to the People, as if what he had ſaid to them,was not 
Wo to make them one with him im his wicked deſign, teHg 


them, on purpoſe to make a Schiſm in the Church ; and albthis 

was done before they had read my Charge,or were come to myTryal:; 

be urges, 1 Sam,22,23, before allthe People there preſent ; Abide 
X with 
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**, whh we, &c, wherein yon may. obſerve, David did intend to (e- 


ebrough the miſt of, Clouds and Slanderr 5 


parate from Doeg : So that it is phaingthe deſign of Benjamin Min- 
245 Was to make a Separation, Whether there was cauſe for it or no: 
and for two or iaree hours together did I fit and hear my (elf re- 
viled and falſely accuſed. When the meeting was ended, the hzat- 
ers diſmiſſed, and the Church retired, I b:zgan to make my de- 
fence, and notwithſtanding I was: charged publickly, was 
Willing for to b:ar it,and did hide their weakneſſes, hoping I might 
have been heard what I could ſay for my ſelfin private ; no ſoon- 
er had I cpened my mouth, had begun to utter my ſelf, but I was 
1mmadiately intterrupted by the aforeſaid B, Mexzes: and as he 
r2viled me in publick, ſo he did revile me in private before the 
Church, calling of me, Retch, Thow Retch,thou (halt not ſpeak bear ; 
and yet they have ſince commonly reported it abroad, I would not anſwer 


"unto my Charge, When I perceived this uncivil carriage of the 


aforeſaid Perſon to me, who was his Paſtor, I ſaid, Benjamin 
eMinzes, do you ſpeak as the Mouth of the Church, or being appoin- 
ted by them foto do, to flop my mouth now it us my turn to anſwer to 
Jour falſg Accuſations in publick ; He replies, Tea, And tince I 
bave enquired into the thing by ſome of the Members that could 
not inconſcience joyn with their unwarrantable Proceedings, but 
bave found B, M. to be a lyar ; for Joh» Glyde was appointed tobe 
the Mouth of the Church ; wherein we may ſee the forwardneſs 
of this perſon to oppoſe me when he was not calted thereunto, on 
purpoſe to carry on his own deſign: I did intreat that I mighe be 
heard ; but of a ſudden there Was a great noiſe, and a hurly-burly 
amoneſt them, through the means of the uncivil Carriage cf this 
poor man, in ſo much, that I was forced to be filent until filence 
was ameneglt them : after a little filence, one of them ſprk2 unto 
me, and ſaid, That if 1 would hear my Charge, I ſto+1d be heard 
To him I made this reply, that I was come there for that very end 
and purpoſe, by reaſon I did hear of a great (tirr there was about 
me, and now am come to hear what is the matter ; and hnce my 
coming, I have been highly charged by B. 2M. with heinous things, 
yea, ſuch things that my (oul abhors, and I am now going, if you 


will have but ſo-much patience, as let me be heard, to make m ; 
reply in private, to what I have been charged in publick, which [ 


is but a reaſonable thing ; With that there was great confuſion 
again,ſome for it, and ſome again it ; to the griet of my ſoul do 
B 2 | 7elats 


#- - Truth breaking forth, © - 
Lrelate it, with that I Rood Rtill, till I had an opportunity ts 
ipeak, and then delivered my ſelf as follows. | 
Friends, The Heathens- abhor ſuch Proceedings as: theſe are, 
inftancing thz ſayings of Nicodemw, John 7. 51. Doth our Law 
judge any man before it heareth him ? | have been judged and con- 
demned by B, CM. to be a Traypan,and have,as he did tell-the peo- 
ple, received Money for the ſame, But I am not ſenſible of an 
ſuch thing ; and know he cannot prove what. he hath ſaid, there. 
fore let me ſpeak to clear my ſelf, for the Glory of- God is con. 
cerned in this Matter : before I had done uttering my ſelf, I wag 
again interrupted, and there was much confuſion. Again, I wai-« 
red till I could get another: opportunity to utter my mind unto 
them, though much ado I had for to obtain ir, but had it at laſt; T 
did plainly tell them, Their preſent work was to hear what'T had 
for to ſay in order to what was charged upon me by B, 2. but if 
they were reſolved not ſo to do, but juſtifie him in his evils, and 
diſorderly walking;zand ſo become diſorderly walkers themſelves; 
I declared unto them what ever they did, I muſt walk according 
to the Rule of Chriſt preſcribed by him to us to walk by. (thou, 1 
they would not,) After all this, I finding confufion, diftrations 
and diſorders abounding more and more amongſt them, and no 
likelyhood of being heard at all by them, which-was my du@'as a 
Cheriltian, and much more my due as'to that ſpecial relation in 
which I was- related unto them. (namely as their Paſtor) though 
not ſo uſed by them,as may be evidently ſeen, 

The next opportunity I had, I didin the Name and Fear of the 
Lord, (1.) Declare unto them their Evils,both in the matter and 
manner of their proceedings, With the agsravation of their fin. 
Likewiſe after-l had ſo done, 1 did in the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt withdraw from them as diſorderly Perſons, not walking after 
the Order of the Goſpel, or Traditions that we have recerved of the 
Servants of Chriſt, 2 Theſ, 3.6, After I had ſo done, in as ſo- 
lemn a mfnner as I could, confdering the great oppohtion I met 
with ; and after I had declared my withdrawment from them, 
came a Brother to me (John Glyde by name) and he told me; 
That if 1. would come and bear my ( harge I might ; - My anſwer to 
him was, 1 have proxounced the Sentence of Withdrawment in the 
Name of our Lord Feſus, and I could not now, leaſt I ſhould of- 
fend thz Lord ; you having broken the Righteous Rules of Our 


Lord, 
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through the mf of Clouds and Slanders, _— 


Lord,and have put me out of a capacity of having any thing to do 
with you, till I ſee manifelt Repentance ; atid as I was going a- 
way, ſome of them fell upbraiding of me, that they were ceſclved 
for to calt me out ; I being informed of their Intentions or D-- 
terminations before, I made this Reply to them, 1 did know that 
it was: ready cut and dryed ; my meaning was, thatit was ready 
done to their hands : and this 18 one of the Particulars they have 
added to fill up their charge, and other things that I ſhall reply to 
when I come to them, by the help of the Lord, Theſe Proceedings 
of theirs did much troublz me, my Bowels yerning to them as a 
Father, after thoſe few-that could not in Conſcience joyn-with 
them in their proceedings, being ſo abomiriable inthe fight of God 
and good men, to charge and condemn their Paſtor, and afrer 
they had ſo done, not ſuffering (as we have ſaid). him to plead 
| for himfelf. And after we were gone, heating of their deſperate in= 
conſiderate proceedings, in making ſpeedy work of it, a$if they 
were greedy of their deſign,to do as they called. it, cat off r heir Pa- 
ftor, though if they had ightly underſtood themſelves, was in no 
Capacity ſo to do, being Perſons under dealing themſelves, and 
withdrawn from, for dilorderly walking, and yet to rur ſo raſhly 
to work, never {o much as ſetting a part a-ſolemn day of Faſting 
and Prayer in Order thereunto,'-nor uſe any means in the leatt 
for my return;if they could Have proved:I-had fallen in what Ihad 
done, but contraty to Covenant engagements, and beſides a par- 
ticular promiſe they had made:to a brother there preſent ; (that 
could not agree unto their defign as watrrantable in the fight ot 
*, the Lord) Their Promiſe was to him, ro refer their wark, ill the 
ext time of meeting ; And yet notwithſtanding, did proceed for 
all this totheir inhumane Act\with all expedition,)and rotun with 
ſtrong reſolutions to deal with, . andcaſt.out;all thoſe that in Con- 
ſcience could not joyn With them , And ſo continued walking' con- 
traty to any Law of Color Juſtice in the World : Their conſtant 
proceedings to commit fin by way of -addition,. adding one fin 
upon the back of 'anather, »did oblige me," in love to their poor 
Souls, to write themra Letrer of Admonition, «and it was care- 
fully ſent them, andpreſented unto them upon'the next firſt day 
after they had committed their great folly that was 2&ed to their: 
Paltos, A+ttue Coppy, word for word, , is as followeth. . 


F 


To- 


6 | Truth breaking forth, 


To Fohn Glyde, B:njamin Minzes, Tehn Johnſon, and the reſt 
of the diſſenting Members with them. 


to th: Name and Fear of the Lord God Everlaſting, 1 admoniſh 
You, as you will anſwer it at the great Day of the Lord,and at his 
appearing, that you will lay to heart your diſorderly proceedings againſt 
me your Elder and Paſtor, * whom the Lord hath made to be your Fa- 
ther, to beget you to Chrift 3” bow is it that you are ſo ſoon forgetful 
of met, wha once would, and not long ſince, have pulled out your ve- 
ryeves, and are not only now ready to pull out mine, but are ready to 
take away my Name and Life too, and that not for any juſt cauſe given 
you 0x my part, but by reaſon of ſome evil inſtruments amongſt yon, 
who have made ut their buſineſs to go up and down to hear and carry 
tales, who are buſie bodies, 1 Theſ, 3.11, of whom I warn you, 
that have made it their buſineſs to report ; which have been a4 ſparks 
to kindle the fire, that is now alight about you, which would have 
been your wiſdom, as Church Officers, to have put it ont, as being 
falſe fire, or elſe to have ſeen whether it wastrue ; I cannot wouder 
enough, when I conſider your being called into the Liberty of the Sons 
of God, that you ſhould not underſtand your Duties as Members of 
Chriſt, who when any offend, you ought to tell themtheir fault between 
them and you, which is the Rule 7 Chriſt : So in the Law, Thou 
ſhalc not ſuffer fin to be upon thy Brother ; which you all knew, / 
W4s nt ſo dealt withal with any of you: And whereas you proceed to 
E xcommunication haſtily, without any proof made, or impartial ex- 
amnation ; how unlthe the Primitive Example, ſee 1 Cor, 5.4. be 
you Fudge : and then to ſlander me with things you never proved, and 
refuſe ſo todo, Oh ! haw contrary ts this to - Mind of Chriſt, who 
ſpeak, things they know not, nor whereof they affirme! I doubt not 
but my Innocency will appear before the Lord, when you ſhall not be 
able for to appear before him, unleſs you do all ſpeedily repent of thus 
your wicked deed : Search, try, conſider un all the Book of God, or 
amongſt the Primuive Churches, or Proteſtants, whether you can find 
ſuch a preſident, to caſt out any Member without any examination or 
due proof made, much leſs to deal ſo wth your Elder, Surely you 
have by this made the Enemy to blaſpheme,and the Churches a reproach 
and a by-word, and your ſelves to be looked upon by other Churches to 
be mnaſtrous. p Property of a true Church,is,to have th: Inſlitu- 
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through the Miſt of Clougr and Slander. 7 
tions of Chrift truly adminiftred : you have fallen ſhort of inntating 
the worſt of Churches, even Rome it ſelf, who doth not excommunt- 
cate without proof aud contempt; and do you blame the Church of Eng- 
land for doing thus ? Let me ſay to you inthe words of the Apoſtle, 
Who art thou that ſayeR, thou ſhalt not do thus and thus, and doſt 
the ſame ? Oh ! remember the ſad account you will give for break- 
ing of the Charch of which you were Members, under the pretence of 
Scandal; for which unwarrantable dealing, 1 charge you inthe Name 
of the Loxd to maks good your Allegations, and proceed as you ought 
tods af you can lay anything to my Charge, 1 am ready to hear, or 
elſe I (hall _=_ two Admonitions more beſides this, proceed againſt you 
» a Charch-way, I have no more, bug expett to bear y you, 
and he Reſt, 
Your Friend in Chuſft, 
The 20th of the 5th 
month, 1663, Samuel Bradley. 


But their obſtinacy was ſuch, they would not vouchſafe to look 
into it, one or ſome of them crying, Burn it ; Another being 
more moderate then ſo, ſaid, #rite on the back, fide, and [end it 
him again, To leave them without excuſe in the Day of the Lord, 
I wrote another, and ſent it them as I did the former ; the Meſ- 
ſenger that carried it, flaid to hear them Preach, and hearing of 
them much upon- the work of inviting finners unto Chriſt, burſt 
forth in-much trouble of Spirit, ſaying words to this purpoſe, How 
can you invite ſinners in, and did caſt a poor ſinner out, (neaning, 
their Paſtor) and never hear him what he conld ſay for himſelf ? and 
immediately preſented this Letter to them, as followeth, 


A true Copy of the ſecond Letter of Admonition, -ſerit to 
Jobn Glide, Ben, Minzes, John Johnſon and the xe, 


| had the Name and fear of the Lord God, I ſend this Second Adme- 
nition (and towarn you that you diſregard it not) as you will an- 
ſmer ut at the great day of the Lord's appearing : Ton with the veſt 
have done unbecomirg the Goſpel, intkrewing your ſelves out of Go- 
ſpe! Order, who pretend Parity with Unity, while your ſelves 
ſuffer contrary walking amongſt you, even ſuch as 15 juſtly re- 
proveable ; it is to be feared you have thrown off your Goſpel-Order ,. 
that you may walk, more diſorderly; it is the grief of my Soul to 

| think; 


pu noe. 
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To Fohn Glyde, B:njamin Minz.er, Tchn Johnſon, and the ret 
of the diflenting Members with them. 

| bas th: Name and Fear of the Lord God Everlaſting, I admoniſh 
You, as you will anſwer it at the great Day of the Lord,and at his 
appearing, that you will lay to heart your diſorderly proceedings againſt 
me your Elder and Paſtor, whom the Lord hath made to be, your Fa- 
ther, to beget you to Chrift ;” bow 15 it that- you are ſo ſoon Feqarfal 
of me, who once would, and not long ſince, have pulled out your ve- 
ryeves, and are not only now ready to pull out mine, but are ready to 
take away my Name and Life too, and that not for any juſt cauſe given 
you 01 my part, but by reaſon of ſome evil inſtruments amongſt you, 
who have made ut their buſineſs to go up and down to hear and carry 
tales, who are buſie bodies, 1x Theſ, 3.11. of whom I warn you, 
that have made it their buſineſs to report ; which have been a4 ſparks 
to kindle the fire, that is now alight about you, which would have 
been your wiſdom, as Church Officers, to have put it ont, as being 
falſe fire, or elſe to have ſeen whether it wastrue ; 1 cannot wouder 
enough, when 1 conſider your being called into the Liberty of the Sons 
of 6 » that you ſhould not underſtand your Duties as Members of 
Chriſt, who when any offend, you ought to tell them their fault between 
them and you, which is the Rule 7 Chriſt : So in the Law, Thou 
ſhalc not ſuffer fin to be upon thy Brother ; which you all knew, 1 
w4s not ſo dealt withal with any of you: And whereas you proceed to 
Excommunication haſtily, without any proof made, or impartial ex- 
amnation ; how unlthe the Primitive Example, ſee 1 Cor, 5.4. be 
you Fudge : and then to ſlander me with things you never proved, and 
refuſe ſore do, Oh ! haw contrary ts this to the Mind of Chriſt, who 
ſpeak, things they know not, nor whereof they affirme! I doubt not 
but my Innocency will appear before the Lord, when you ſhall not be 
able for to appear before him, unleſs you do all ſpeedily repent of this 
your wicked deed : Search, try, conſider in all the Book of God, or 
amongſt the Primutive Churches, or Proteſtants, wheiber you can find 
ſuch a preſident, to caſt out any Member without any examination or 
due proof made, much leſs to deal ſo wth your Elder, Surely you 
have by this made the Enemy to blaſpheme,and the Churches a reproach 
and a by-word, and your ſelves to be locked upon by other Churches to 
be meſtrous. A true Property of a true Church,is,to have th: Inſlitu* 
tons 
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tions of Chrift truly adminifired : you have fallen ſhort of imutating 
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the worſt of Churches, even Rome it' ſelf, who doth not excommuni- \ 


cate without proof and contempt; and do you blame the Church of Eng- 
land for doing thus ? Let me ſay to you inthe words of the Apoſtle, 
Who art thou that ſayeR, thou ſhalt not do thus and thus, and doſt 
the ſame ? - Oh ! remember the ſad account you will give for break- 
ing of the Charch of which you were Members, under the pretence of 
Scandal; for which unwarrantable dealing, 1 charge you inthe Name 
of the Loxd to maks good your Allegations, and proceed as you ought 
tods if you can lay anything to my Charge, 1 am ready to bear, or 
elſe I (hall _ two Admonitions more beſides this, proceed againſt you 
» a Charch-way, I have no more, but expeft to bear from you, 
and be Reſt, 
Your Friend in Chift, 
The 20th of the 5th 
month, 1663, . Samuel Bradley. 


But their obſtinacy was ſuch, they would not vouchſafe to look 
into it, one or ſome of them crying, Burn it ; Another being 
more moderate then ſo, ſaid, #rite on the back, fide, and ſend it 
him again, To leave them without excuſe in the Day of the Lord, 
I wrote another, and ſent it them as I did the former ; the Meſ- 
ſenger that carried it, flaid to hear them Preach, and hearing of 
them much upon- the work of inviting finners unto Chriſt, burſt 
forth in-much trouble of Spirit, ſaying words to this purpoſe, How 
can you mite ſinners in, and did caſt a poor ſinner out, (meaning. 
their Paſtor) and never hear him what he conld ſay for himſelf ? and 
immediately preſented this Letter to them, as followeth, 


A true Copy of the ſecond Letter of Admonition, -ſerit to 
Jobn Glyde, Ben, Minzes, John Johnſon and the xe. 


| ares Name and fear of the Lord God, I ſend this Second Adme- 
nition (and towarn you that you diſregard it not) as you will an- 
ſwer it at the great day of the Lord's appearing : Tow with the reſt 
have done unbecomirg the Goſpel, intkrawing your ſelves out of Go- 
ſpe! Order, who pretend Parity with Unity, while" your ſelves 
ſuffer contrary walking amongſt you, even ſuch as 15 juſtly re- 
proveable , it 15 to be ror you have thrown off your Goſpel-Order ,. 
that you may walk, more diſorderly; it is the grief of my Soul to 

| think 
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think how it is with you, and how.you will be able to give an accomvt at 
the great Day, for making [ſuch a Diſtrattion in the Church of God , if 
you have any thing juſtly to reprove mae of, { deſire to be dealt withal 
in a Church way; but if you will abide. in your-diſorder, 4s my dear 
Children, I warn you, fer none can be more like-minded, or naturally 
care more for you than my ſelf ; bat if you will full abide'in your ftub- 
bornneſs and wilfulneſs, you mnſt expect but one admonition more, be-= 
fore 1 declare to the Churches of Chriſt your ſiubbornneſs, and paſs a 
Goſpel-Sentence further upon you, 1 the Name 'of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

T his ts all at preſent from hims, who earneſily prayes to the Lord for 
you, and that he would be pleaſed for to diſcover unto you your Sin, and 
give you repentance for the ſame, eret be too late, 


From my houſe, 27th of the I reſt, your Elder which de- 
Fth month, 1663, ſires your good, 
Samnel Bradley. 


But the like obſtinacy appearing from them as before. ;; I did 
notwithſtanding judge it my duty, to diſcharge my conſcience in 
the farther proſecutian af. the Rule of, our Lord - Jeſus, - ſent unto 
them the third time alſo ; although they did not ſo deal with me, 
I was willing to expreſs good for evil, and ſo left it to the-Lord, 
until we had an.apportunity 'to preſent their Proceedings to the 
Churches, or fuck as are competent Judges in this caſe. 


A true Copy ſent to John Glyde, Benjamin Minzes and John John- 
ſon, ard the reſt of that Party, 


N the Name of the erezt God Everlaſting, I ſetid this Admo- 
nition as the laſt to you, that you may expe ; which if you 
refuſe, remember that according-to the Command of Chriſt, you 
muſt be dealt wichal by cenſure. What I have admonithed you of, 
hath been your diſorderly walking, and breach of covenant, and 
promiſe made, and ſuffering diſorderly perſons to walk amongſt 
you ; I am apt to think that what you have done,1s on purpoſezthat 
you might walk with more licenciouſneſs : and know that you wiſl 
nevet be able to give an account of your breach made upon falſe 
fappoſed grounds : have you any real grounds ? fhew them ; Truth 
| 1. 
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19 never afraid of the Light : men commonly hate the Light, be- 
cauſe their deeds are evil. As my dear Friends, once more, and 
the laſt, I warn you of your diſorder, before I proceed to reje& you 
and give an account to other Churches, which when 1 have done, 
I am ſure will be done in a Golpel-Order, and Way, that I dare 
ſtand by at the great Day. O that the Lord would ſhew you the 
evil of your way, before it be tos late. 


Your Friend in Chriſt, N 


This was rejected alſo : and hearing that ſome of them had 
falſely given out, that I would not hear my Charge when defired, 
I went to F. Glyde, whom I did judge was the molt moderate,and 
wiſeſt man 2movgtt them,defrring of him that ] might have a Co- 
py of my Charge ; and he promiſed me I ſhould, but could not 
have it then : at another ſeaſon I went unto him again, With an 
expeRtation of the accompliſhment of his promiſe ; but he was 
not to this day ſo good as his word,though I did much intreat him 
for it : my intent only was but to reply thereunto, yet could not 
obtain my purpoſe : I did reſt contentec, and bore with their re- 

roachful terms, in'ſaying I would not anſwer to it; and blefled 
be the Lord, he helped me to bear that burden, with others that 
hath been caſt upon mes» 

After all this, my tender bowels ran forth Rill to theſe poor 
fouls, whom [I had travelled for in the Goſpel ; notwithſtanding 
all their unkind dealing with me, I made it my buſineſs Rill 
( forbearing a further proceeding againſt them in a Goſpel-way ) 
to make uſe of other means, endeavouring to biing it about, if 
poſhble I could, for to reclaim them from their preſent ciforders ; 
I went to the perſon fore-mentioned, and ſaid, Brother Glyde, it 
#5 poſſible there have been ſome offences taken by Friends on your p art, 
in my being in the company of E. R, you no: knowing the grounds and 
reaſons why it was ſo to this day; it was nat to the prejudice of any ; and 
you have given an offence tothe Lord on your part uz proceeding ſo raſh- 
ly,not taking of the Rult of Chriſt with you, nor makzng that your Rule, 
for you to judge before you bear me ſpeak: Let us ſet.a 4ay apart,and ſeek, 
the Lord together, or aſſnnder, and. make acknowledgement to God,and 
each other of our particular mw + & offences, and bumble our ſelves 


m 
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in the ſight of the Lord, and be reconciled ont to another, But this 
Propoſal was not accepted of ; as though they were fully-reſalved 
never to be reconciled more. I ſeeing all this, quietly gave my 
back to the Smiter, and have been holpen by the Lord to bear 
thoſe ſundry and innumerable Reports that have been given ferth 
againſt me from that time to this ; I ——_— willing to revenge 


my own Cuule, but rather leave it to the Lord, knowing aflured- 
ly he will plead the Cauſe of the Innocent : for Wo is like to fall 
upon the heads of the ſcandalous Reporters, without they ſpeedi- 
ly repent, 

It hath been commonly reported, (yet, bleſſed be God, could 
never be ptoved) That I ſhmild privately and canmngly carry on per- 
nitious defegnes againſt the Godly, and lay watt to inſnare thens at their 
Meetings; though at the ſame time it can be proved I have been 
preaching of the Word at my own; and have made _it- my dayly 
Work, as many can Witneſs, to pray for them. And ſome 
ſeaſon ſome have made 3 their buſineſs to ſend Meſſengers and Let- 
ters up and down the Conntrey, to render me od;ous, on purpoſe to makg 
the Godly afraid of me ; and this hath been done in all parts of the Na- 
tion, (reporting without proving ) leaving a Charge up and down to 
the Churches, Tofhun me , and by no means give Entertainment #un- 
tome : And as touching the pretended Charge they. bave ſpread, 
none could be ſuffered to copy it out , though defired by ſuch as 
defired to be ſatisfied in the Truth of the matteras well as them- 


ſelves, fearing I ſhould come toa fight'of it ; So that for a long 


ſeaſon together where-ever I have gone preaching the Word, 1 

have been told they have both ſeen aud read my Charge, as they 

called it ; the like proceedings being not to be parallelled in any 

Age, That a Man muſt bz judged, condemned, and defamed up 

_ down the Nation, and never. be ſuffered to have a fight of his 
harge. 

For more then a twelvemonth together have I groaned under 
this Burden, and upon the fifth of this preſent . Month 64. by a 
firange hand of Providence (as the Lord ſure would have it) wn- 
known to any of thoſe who have proved my Accuſers, The Lozd 
caſt me into Kext, to preach the Goſpel at a'place' called Aff 
Fifcy odd miles from Lexdow , Where a Brother. did preſent thi 
pretended Charge into my hand , with the names of the perſons 
concerned in the matter {ubſcribed, | 2 

us 
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Thus at! ſaber-tminded Perfons may ſee how their works have 
been the Works of Darkneſs, and that they have been afraid to 
byog them forth unto the Light, that they may be made manifeſt. 
Seeing the Lord hath brought to my view the thing I have ſo much 
de(ired to ſee, which goeth under the Denomination of a Charge, 
I (hall with all expedition fall upon the examination thereof, to 
try their ſtrong Reaſons, by which they do ſeem to prove Sanmmet 
Bradly to be as B. Minzes hath prated, Deotrephes-like : (3 Fob. g. 
10, Deotrephes wha loveth to have the prebeminence among them, 
recezved us net : I will remember his Deeds which he doth, prating a- 
gainſt us with malitions words; and nat content therewith, neither doth 
he himſelf - receive the Brethren, and forbids them that would, and 
caſteth thews aut of the Church : ) He and the reſt of his Adherents 
have reported me through the Nation to be that, which (through 
Grace) neither he nor any elſe could ever prove, namely a Trep- 
pes; and 'tis very well known.they have not been wanting to 
blaze abroad theſe following particulars, and in ſuch a way too, 
as by 199 means mult it come tomy hand whom it did moſt con- 
cern:; Which renders their Cauſe to be very bad, being fearful to 
bring it to tryal: And now it is came forth, contrary to their 
knowledge or expectation ; to paſs by their oxſexſical, and to be 
feared, hypocritical Recantation, that hath of late been made by 
them ;. and ſoine of their hands I finde ſubſcribed to this preten- 
ded Charge, that were not at alt concerned therein : What their 
end was, to do ſuch a finful ation, T know not, unleſs it be to 
ſeek the favour of Men. In theſaid Recantation they have mi- 
ſerably belied the Works of God, which their eyes have beheld ; 
Fl noM are not aſhamed to manifeſt themſelves Lyars, by their 
ate proceedings, for to pleaſe rhe humours of ſome men, to ſay 
28 they ſay, though it'hath been manifelily proved to the contra- 
ry, 45 Will hereafter appear by theirown hand-Wricing, 


The way I ſhall proceed to anſwer unto their pretended 
Charge, 18, | 
 . Firſt, To ſpeak unto the matter contained therein ; and as to 
the manner how it was managed, I have in a brief way already 
exprefled : But as touching the matter contained therein, 
x. I ſhall prove that which they call a Charge, to be none. 
; 2, Theirpretended Charge to be _ 
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As to the firſt particular, In that which they call a Charge a- 
ozinſt Samuel Bradly : : 

Firlt, We do jadge he ftill lieth wnder the guilt of thoſe great and 
korrid (rimes, for which he was dealt with by bis People, 

Anſw. To my great ſorrow and dayly grief of heart, there was 
a time ſome years paſt, that God did ſuffer me to fall, which was 
a means to bring me very low, and I hope will not be forgotten 
by me to my dying day : Itdoth to this day adminiſter great hu- 
miliation in my ſoul, at every remembrance thereof; and lying 
low in the fight of God, yea in ſecret z the Searcher of Hearts 
knows it to be true; and it doth cauſe me to bow down ſilt under 


the conſideration of my former tranſgreſſions, and. the abuſe of 


Free Grace : after ſome ſeaſon of travel in the bitterneſs of my 
Soul, did the Lord gratiouſly manifeſt, in his Love and tender 
Compaſſion, a blotting out of my fins for ever, by helping of me 
to {uck out ſweetneſs in the Promiſes of Free Grace : I forbear 
to enlarge. This was not onely apprehended ſo to be by me, but 
the large Teſtimony of the Lords appearance to me fince; hath 
been born witneſs unto in an eminent manner by theſe very peo< 
ple who have now raked into my old ſores, and by their means are 
publiſhed through the Nation : They have now placed them in 
the front of their pretended Charge, thinking thereby to make 
their Cauſe appear the more righteous : Some may think that theſe 
perſons are hard put to it, to retreat back to failings done ſo long 
ago, to make a new War with thzir Paſtor again, after ſo many 
years of Peace : May not ſome ſay, Rather then fail to have our 
revenge on him, we will hit him on the old ſore , and deal with 
him upon the eld ſcore-? Seeing they cannot prove their Paſtor to 
bz a Trappan, they will wheel about, and charge him with ſome- 
thing done in the year 58, or 59. Whar will a ſober-minded man 
ſay, when he comes to hear of this, if he may be heard ſpeak 
without prejudice > Theſe kinde of aCtings or proceedings, diſ. 
cover bur lirtle love, and the ſpirit by which they carry on their 
work, not as it becomes the Golpel they make Profeſſion of ; ro 
ery out again(t all ther former proceedings, and call them Falſe. 
hoods, to purchaſe to themſelves the favour of ſome People ; 
yea, that which may be ſpoken to their further (ſhame, is, Before 


they could purchaſe to themſelves the aforeſaid Enjoyments,- 


namely, The Society of ſome, whoſe Names I forbear to expreſs 
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being not willing to bring them upon the publick Stage, confider- 
ing the preſent capacity they are1n. Some of theſe poor Crea- 
tures rather than'they will be deprived of the credit of ſome of 
the Churches, they- will deny their Faith and Baptiſm too, and 
2 down into the Water again, _ thinking to make null their 
former Witneſs they bore unto Truth : Any that have the leaſt 
ſpirit of diſcerning may ſee that theſe Children, fince they have 
flung themſelves out of the plain Rules of the Goſpel, and walk- 
edin theſe diſorderly ways, have run into ſuch a diſorder of Re- 
baptizing, as never was heard of in any of the Churches of Chriſt 
in the Ages paſt: by theſe things they have made it appear that 
they are Children toſſed about with every wind of DoAtrine , running 
from one diſorder to another : Where will they run next, if God 
in mercy do not put a op thereunto ? 

Bat to return from their Actions to their Expreffions : Say they 
[# judge : ) Here we ſee the ignorant blinde zeal of theſe Per- 
{ogs, that take upon them to charge and judge their Paſtor. name- 
_— Fohnſon, Roger CMorly, Rybert Bently, Samuel Hackney, 
Wilham Green, John Aften, Jeoffry Lane, and divers others ; I ſay 
a2ain, Here is made manitelt the ignorance and blindneſs of theſe 
perſons, to bear witneſs againſt their Paſtor, That he was under the 
guilt of horrid Crames, yet never had a true knowledge of any thing 
that might have .ſo- much .as a rendencie to ſuch a thing, but by 
heat-ſay : f-: thoſe things they ſeem to charge me with, were 
lars "0:01" any of theſe werea ſeparated People : naw if theſe 
-*r{ons were in a fit capacity to be baptized, as they call it, again, 
2r received as Members anew, let ſuch as are truly ſpiritual de- 
termine: And let their new Paſtor conſider, That thoſe that have 
uſed their. old Paſtor ſo baſely, to report him up md down the Na- 
tion a3 a Committer of horrid Crimes, when they know no ſuch 
thing of him ; let I ſay their new Paſtor fear and look well about 
him, leſt theſe people ſerve him in the like kinde : O that thoſe 
aforeſaid, and the reſt of theu Companions had taken it into con- 
ſideration, That when they drew up this Charge againſt their Pa- 
ſtor, whether they did not letſlip the following Scripture out of 
their mindes, Ezek.18.21,22. If the wicked ſhall turn from all his 
fins that he hath commuted, and keep all my Statwtes, and do that 
which ts lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die; all 
hu tranſgreſſions that he hath commuted, they (hall not be mentioned 
unto him. 1, They 
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1, They may dowell to confider, becauſe they take upon them 
to be Judges in ſuch weighty matters, That - it 1s- a work which: 
doth not belong to them, it being too high for them : for it pro- 
p2rly belongs to Chriſt himſelf 3 The Father hath. commuted alt 
Judgement to the Son, John 5, 22.,yet theſe men will adventure to 
judge their Paſtor, when Paxl, the Noble Apoftle of the Gentiles, 
ſaid, What have 1 to doto judge ? | | 

2, By this a& they 'have proved themſelves to .-be:under the 
breach of the Law ; and in to doing have made work for Repen- 
tance : not atall regarding the words of the'Apoltle, Speak, ot 
evil one of another : he that Sprakgth evil of his Brather, and judgeth 
his Brother, jpeakgth evil of the Law, and-judgeth the: Law, © that 
they would judge no longer, but rather conhder the:Judge Rands 
at the door, Fam.5.9. O how dare they (ay now, they judge their 
Paſtor guilty of thofe Crimes which they themſelves have cleared 
him of, long ago | witneſs their Letters of Vindication, befides 
that of Recommendation they ſent him forth tq preach 'the Go- 
ſpel by ; as you- may ſee in the conciufon of my Reply 40 their 
pretended Charge : Beſides the Tetimony of my own Conſci- 
ence, and alſo theirs, I am cteared from being guilty of thaſe 
heinous Crimes they have charged upon me. ' So much by *way of 
anſwer to their firſt Particalay. a. 

2 Par. As if all that were too little, he bath added ſeveral tate-and 
mew Miſcarriages, ny 2 y- 1890 

Aaſw, This depending upon what comes after, I ſhalt .'.. 2. 
fore examine into the matter of their Parciculars, and make my 
Reply unto them dittinRly. 

3 Par. Firſt, Abigh diſorder, ard ch:rein a manifeſt breach of 
Truth, as he warnn Overſeer in the Church of C14, wn bring ;ng u% 


; of a diſorderty perſon, without the kyowledge, axd agaitft the Prinei- 


ple of the Church, and of the Truth it ſelf, 10 Preach tothem, and 
Pray with them ; and this 1s a compleat evil, eſpecially in him fo to 
run upon the Rule of Chriſt; ſo to hazard the Churches ſtability, 
which might have been invaded by dropping ſome Defirine as might 
have ſhaken the Faith of farme,and ſo manifeſily to hazard the Chur- 
ches Peace and Communion, eſpecially to bring in fuch a Perſon 4s 
he, contrary te the advice grven in the twentieth of the AQts, where 
the Elders are exhorted to fred theCharch, and not toruine it, 


For my diſtin& Anſwer hereunto, I ſhall draw this up into ſe- 
veral Particulars, To 


through the miſt of Clouds and Slanders. 
 Tothe fuſt-bronch I give- this Anſwer ; Let all ſcber minded 
perſans .determige boy this.can- be juſt and right in the fight of 
God, to charge me with thatwhich was not, nor can ever be pro- 
ved-: If ſo, then how can it be a manifeſt breach of Truth, as 
they ſay, when it is altogether falſe what they aſſert ? Theſe per- 
ſons may do very well tocall in their pretended Charge again, 
$ill they have got their witneſſes ready-.t@ prove what they lay;for 
they very well know, that no Accuſation can be xeceived againſt 
an Elder, | but by the mouth of two ox three Witneſſes ; ſo that 
they may ſee what they have ſaid amounts yet to no Charge ; and 
let them take notice, that while they ſeem to plead for the Prin- 
ciple of the Ghunch, | they-may' do well to praiſe the Principle 
of Lave;; then they will not daxe to flandertheir Neighbour,much 
leſs theur Paſtor, as they have done'; They-may alſo take notice, 
that it was ſo far from beinga diſorder, that it remains for them to 
prove it Was any diſorder at all, 
| Scones Whereas they aſſert, [ brought bins 1» to Pray as well 
«# to Preath, rs 4 Hy © | 
\ To this-Thave to ſay, That-it is a plainzuntiuth, and as falſe as 
the former ; /beze you.may plainly ſee how they contradict them- 
ſelves, and prove themſelves Lyars. Ila the firſt Particular. they 
ſay, though very falſly,, [brought him. into Preach and Pray ; when 
I am able to prove he never prayed at a}, with or among them ; 
and'yet an their ſecond. Particulas they blaze it abroad in the Na- 
tion ; That 1 calied out a Brother by Name to' pray, wham 1 know, 
as they ſay, was zealows for the work, of the day : For ever hereaf- 
ter let them hold their peace, and live in filence, till every one 
have learn'd to ſpeak the Truth to his Neighbour : They very well 
knew, as I ſaid before, he never prayed amonglt them ; and with 
what confidence they-could write theſe untruths abroad unto the 
Churches, to render me odious, and ſubſcribe with their Names 
thereunto, I know not 2 

Thirdly, They ſay, This is a Compleat Evil in his, to run upon 
the Reles of Chriſt, ſo to hazard the Churches Stability 

To this I anſwer ; They had done very well, if they had pro- 
ved what they ſay, for we have nothing but their-bare word for 
what they affirm ; they ſay,1t # a gompleat evil ; they had wrought 
like workmer: indeed, if they had proved that I brought him into 


the Meeting,then they might have had ſome ground for what they 
ſay. 
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ſay. But as for their word, Compleat Evil,ſure it wants anExpoſitor: 
for I never read in the Scriptures, that Evil was a compleat thing. 
This being not in their power for to prove, it is very evident I did 
not break or come ſhort of any Rule of the Churches, nor hazard 
the Churches Stability, Burt as for their word, Run #por the Rale 
of Chriſt, itis ſuch a learned or unlearned Exprefſion, that I do 
not conceive what they mean by it : So their pretended Charge is 
made null and void, that it is plainly (cen, they have made a great 
noiſe inthe Nation about me for a thing of nought, Repent for 
this your folly and great iniquity, 

Fourthly, And whereas they ſay, Which might be invaded by 
dropping of ſome Dottrine which might have ſhaken the Farth of ſome. 

To this [ anſwer ; Here they aflert they know not what ; [nva- 
ded, fignifies toſet with violence atid force upon a People : as 
they of old invaded the Land, 1 Sam.23.27, 

[t alſo imports to cut in pieces : and the Invaders of God's 
People wzre the Amalakites; as they may (ee in 1 Sam. 30-1, the 
Moaabites, 2 Kings 30.20, the Philiftines, in 2 Chron,38.18.” the 
Ammonites, Aſſyrians, Midiavites,and others : now hete they have 
plainly made manifeſt their Charge to be nonſenfical,as if I would 
bring a man to cue or break my Church in pieces, and offer vio- 
lence to them. Again their folly doth heeoker appear, that inſtead 
of bringing evidence for what they ſay againſt their Paſtor, which 
in juſtice ought to have been done, they ſay by way of ſuppoſition, 
Such a thing might have been, Is this fair dealing, to cry a tan 
up and down the Nation for a Tr«pay, and turn him out of their 
affetions, and make Rrong endeavours to caſt him out of the af- 
affections of all good people too, in as much as in them lies, by 
caſting ſcandals upon him, without bringing of him to a lawful 
Tryal,or ſuftzr him to bz heard ſpeak for himſelf? - ſurely no Court 
of Judicature will judge, or Jury be ſo baſe as to caſt a man for an 
abſolute O.fendor, upon a Suppofition : and what, would theſe 
men offer {o to dogthat profeſs to judge for God! Pray let-me ask 
them by what Law do they J«4ge, Caſt and Condemn me for ſuch a 
Perſon as hath been commonly reported , - but yet never could be 
proved ? Idare afhim not by God's Law : conſider if this be right 
in the fight of God, let thoſe who are my Adverſaries be judge ; 
and how the Peace of the Charch could be hazarded, as theſe 
men tell the Nation, I know not, when he that ſpoke, brought 
ne 
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no other DoEtrine, then what they had before received ; and thoſ® 
few that were at the hearing thereof, by their own confeſſions 
were refreſhed by what was delivered ; that to the truly under” 
ſanding Chriſtiax it doth appear, the Peace of the Church was ra- 
ther inlarged then hazarded, That fo their pretend2d Charg? is 
made manifeſt to be none at all. 

The fifth thing I obſerve in* the ſecond Particular, is, as 
they ſay, Eſpecially to bring in ſuch a Perſon 4s he, contrary to the 
advice grven in Acts 20, where the Elders are exhorted to feed the 
Church, and not torune it, 

Anſ. As to their Tautology, I paſt-it by, becauſe it cannot 
be proved that I brought him in to Preach; and as touching the 
Apokles advice, We are to feed the Church : Theſe Perſons them- 
ſelves do witneſs for me, that I ſodid, namely, Feed the Flock 
of Our Lord Feſws, not only in their Letter they did write to me 
when I was a Priſoner for the ſame ; But now alſo in their fifth 
Particular of this pretended Charge, they ſay, 1 made it ny work, 
to Preach three times a week,, beſides the Chiirch Meetings, But as 
touching their laſt Term, I am altogether a ranger to, name- 
ly, 4: to rune the Church : for as the Lord (poke by the Prophet to 
Iſrael, ſaying, Oh Iſrael, thou haſt deſtrozed thy ſelf ; Sodo I ſay, 
If they be deſtroyed or ruined, it is done by themſelves ; Iris 
plainly ſeen, that Lyes, Surmifings and Suppoſitions, is rheir ſe- 
cond Particular tufted with, in this their pretended Charge ; that 
it plainly appears to ſuch as are plain-hearted, to be no Charge, 
but a heap of falſhoods, 

4. Par. We have great cauſe to ſuſpeft him very guilty of pernici- 
ons Deſigns againſt the Saints. 

Anſ. This hath its dependance upon the former ; they do not 
ſay they charge me, but ſuſpett me, and withall, they would have 
5 believe they have great cauſe ſo to do, 

This is as falſe as the former ; for all men will believe this, that 
if they could have ſhown either great or little cauſe, they would 
not have ſpared me, but without all doubt have brought it forth. 
They talk of Pernicious Deſigns, that I aws guilty of againſt the 
Saints, but nothing do they prove, or can they. 

The Reader may take notice that fince this pretended Charge 
was hatched and patched together,it is ſomewhat above a twelve - 
month ; And what, is not one Permtiom Deſign diſcovered all 
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this tim2 ? Surely it is apprehended by ſuch as have learned bet- 
rer then to live in the prejudiced mind, or ſurmiling Spirit ; this 
Babe that hath been fo long in the Womb of Conception, will 
prove an abortive at laſt. As touching the Perſon whom they ſo 
much m2ntion again and again, whom they call Dangerous and 
icked ; as to his former Proceedings T juſtihe not, but have 1a- 
ther Cholen to reprove them, what ever I have been thought on, 
and }zboured to make it my buſineſs to reclaim him ; but this 1 
can ttuly ſay, no perion whatſoever, in City or Countrey, all 
the time of my {ſociety with him, (which was not of any long 
ttanding) I do declare and aftum had not any wrong done to 
them-by my knowledge, for which I have great peace, though my 
ſuFerings have been very great, as to ſome other things in this 
Particular ; being one thing rehearſed over again,I do apprehend 
it a ſuperfluous thing tomake a ſecond reply thereunto- 
S2condly, As touching my Calling, a Brother by Name, who 
they ſay, was 224/05. for the work, of the day, as if be lay in wait on 
purpoſe to catch, 
To this I Anſwer, As touching his zeal for the work of the 
day ; it did not very much 'appear, foraſmuch as he did not 
appear in the work, till the day was near an end. The Searcher 
of Hearts knows my innocency in this thing, that I had no intent, 
but what was agreeable unto the Mind of God ; and by this time 
0n2 would have thought theſe perſons might have ſeen great cauſe 
to have beer-dzeply humbled, for their evil thoughts they had a- 
g1inſt their Paſtor ; I do now appeal to the molt fearful, and the 
moſt jealous Perion amongft them; whether to this day they have 
ben harmed in the lealt by me?If not,as I am very confident they 
cannot ſay they have, what Reaſon is there that S. Bradley ſhould 
till remain charged upon this account to this day, ſeeing there 
can be nothing of this nature proved againſt him, but lie under 
ſcandal by reaſon of their unwarrantable groundlets fears, ſur- 
mifings and luppohtions? I ſay unto theſe p:rions, Is 1t not high 
time that their poor oppreſſ:d Paſtor (hould be ſer free, and at 11- 
berty. £:0m this bondage that he hath been expoſed: ro. by their 
means tor a Twelvemonth. together, and more ? O- yen will 
their Goal-delivery. come! They will do very well to try their 
ſpirits ; for it may be ſaid unto them by me, as it was iuid by 
ur Lord Jeſus to his. Diſciples, Tow know not what fpirit you are of, 
Vihereas- 


I —— _ 


through the miſt of Cloud?gnd Slanders. T 
Whereas they ſay, eAs if he d;4 on purpoſe le 11 wait to 


catch : 

I anſwer, If we take it in their 6wn ſenſe, which will be pro- 
ved tobe the woilt, itis but 4:f he did, they themſelves cannot 
ſay, He abſolutely did {e 1» wait to catch : It they had dealt fauly 
ane boneftly by me, they had done well to have ſet down ſome of 
the particular things that Were acted ina treacherous way, and 
not keep people in the dark, and 2& towards me as if 1 were con- 
ſpiring ſome horrid things agairſt them, when there was no ſuch 
thing by me thought on : Theſe kind of preceedings ſavour not 
of a good Spirit, to rob their Paſtor of his good name, and all ga- 
thered but from their evil perſwaſions : Would not the Heathen 
abhor ſuch dealings, if they ſhould hear of them ? I wonder they 
were not aſhamed to ſet their hands to ſuch things, to declare 
their weakneſs to the Churches abroad, 

And whereas they ſay, Thu doth deeply and effetiually perſwade 
them he could/not be without very great purpeſe to deal very treacheron/. 
ly with them : | 

Anſw. This amounts to no Charge all this while : by their own 
ſpeech chey cannot poſitively prove it, but are perſwaded it is 
ſo : what proof is this to the caſe in hand ? by the ſame Rule, if 
this may Carry it, I may ſay that theſe people that have reproach- 
ed me caufleſly and and groundleſly , are turred Robbers in the 
High Way : how ſo? 1 ſuppoſe ſo; or \to ſpeak in their own 
words) I am perſwaded it #s ſo : Surely this kinde of preof, which 
to ſpeak truly is no proof, Will not carty it here, not in theday cf 
the Lord. 1 pray obſerve, Theſe People have, as it were, ar- 
raigned their Paſtor'at the Bar, and have wiit and produced his 
Charge againſt him; the Evidence they\ produce to -make good 
this their Charge, is, Suppoſition or Perſwaſion ; now if Reaſon 
fit Judge, co theſe men think to carry it againſt their Paſtor ? 
ſurely nay : Then are not theſe men much to be blamed ? and 
oughr they not to mourn greatly for what they have done, in tz 
king away the life of their Paſtors Reputation, and all upon a 
ſuppoſition, ſeeing what they have ſaid againſt him is not poſi- 
tive? Then I muſt and ought in Conſcience to be acquitted and 
cleared of all thoſe ſcandalous Reproaches that have been and 
Rill dayly are caft ppon me by this groundleſs means. 

Theſe things conhdered, all men of underſtanding may Gif; | 
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czrn that S, B, is an Innocent perſon (till, and altogether clear 
from any guilt that is Zaſt upon him 1n this pretended Charge : and 
fince it is brought to ligh!, we finde they can prove no teache- 
rous dealing ag1inlt the perſon atoreſaid, 

5 Par, He # guilty of a very ſinful Confederacy with this Enemy 
of the Lord, whom he hath ſingled ont for hu C ompany. 

To ihis 1 anſwer, Here they have diicovered borh their Folly 
and Iznorance : A Confederacy doth imply a League or Agreement 
berwe2n perſons, as they in At.23.21, layed watt by way of confe- 
deracy for Paul, to do him harm, and bound th:mſelves in an oath that 
they would neither eat nor drink, till they had killed him; hereisa 
Confederacy indeed : Is this their meaning that Iam a Confederate 
with that Perſon, to do any of the People of God any harm? Had 
the Lord at any time left me to ſuch wickedneſs as this, I make 
no quettion they would not have ſpared me a jot, but the Nation 
{hould ſoon have had the knowledge of iy : Truly theſe dark ſen- 
tences will not much promote their Caufe and unwarrantable 
Deſign, that for ſome time they have been endeavauring td keep 
up in the mindes of Good People ; they have in ſo doing been 
building upon the ſand, and without all doubt their Building will 
tumble upon their own head3 ere long. The Eagle-eyed Chri- 
ian doth behold their ſumptuous Fabrick to tumble already : and 
though they have defigned to throw down the Innocent, yer let 
them know, their ſurmifing ſuppoſitions will never carry the day : 
for unleſs they come forth in down-right poſitive tertns, they are 
not 1ik2 to calt me in open Court, but themſelves : for God will. 
have Judgement and Fuſtice to be executed ſpeedily ; and they cannot 
charge me with any evil that I have ated with the perſon fore- 
mentioned , to any of the tender Lambs of Chriſt, or any 
others 

Thus much may be exprefſed without the leaſt wrong to any of 
their perſoys , That they are all guilty of many finful Lyes that 
they have Jorged againſt him who was their ſpiritual Paſtor ; 
ſo thac they are guilty of a finfal compliance themlelves : for I 
prove them all confederated together ro murder my good' Name, 
and have cried me up through the Nation: for a Treppan , When: 
they can prove no ſuch thing ; ſo that I may ſay of them as tis 
ſaid in Obadiah, verſ.7, All you the men that were in League with 
me, in hily Covenant, yea, who were once at peace with me, have - 
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eerved me, and by your lying falſehoods and ſurmiſing pretended 
Charge you have ſent abroad, have prevailed againſt me ; yea, you 
have eaten Bread with me at the Tabie cf the Lord, ( O thatI 
could write it wich Tears of Blood!) yer ye have laid a wound un- 
der me ; and it is to be feared for theſe things there i xo underſtand. 
ng in you, Thatin the mean time they are charging of me with 
Confederacy, though groundleſly, they are proved to their faces 
to be great Confederates themſelves, in caſting dirt in the face of 
the Innocent by ſcandalous Reports, and all this is done under 
pretence of Godlineſs, 

As to the latter part of this Particufar, I have anſwered alre:- 
dy, and therefore need ſay no mote to it. They are guilty of m: + 
nifold Tautologies in this pretended Charge, whether it be from 
weakneſs or wilfulneſs, 1 hall not fit Judge in the caſe, 

Secondly, Whom he has ſingled out for hus Company, bugging and 
embracing him 4s a Brother : A Friend that ſaw it when be brought 
him into the Congregation, &c, 

Anſw, And what harm was there in all this, that Iwasin his 
company ? which thing I have anſwered to already : Ler me ask 
theſe forward perſons, which are ſo nimble to condemn the per- 
ſon of the Innocent, before he had either a fair Hearing, or a fair 
Tryal : and what they did, muſt be with all expeditian too; that 
is to ſay, Reproached, charged, judged and condemned, and all in 
leſs then one days time ; and what was done, was behind my back 
too ; fearing to refer their Work till the very next Meeting, leſt 
they ſhould not obtain their purpoſe, as one of their Patty was 
heard to ſay, namely Benjamin Minzes, Which can be proved to 
his face, he expreſſing himſelf in theſe terms, f we do it not now,we 
ſhall not doit at all ; which plainly demonſtrates they had a Deſign 
to carry on : ſure 1t Was not a good one, that they ſhould fear ro 
miſs of their purpoſe in the accompliſhment of it, But to return 
to thequeſtion: Was my being in his company, as I (aid before, 
prejudicial to any from that day to this? were it convenient to 
Write what I have to ſay in this caſe, I could eafily make it appeat 
I'did well in (o doing : They have now produced one Witneſs to 
a thing I deny not ; however, it is very well done to prove what 
they ſay, and if they had ſo done in every Particular of their pre- 
tended Charge, they had ſaved me the labour of writing an An- 
ſwer ; Then I ſhould have cried out Gzi/ty, without any More 
acO}; 
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210 ; and had they ſo done all along, it had redownded much unto 
thzir Credit and Reputation : Bur now they have cracked their 
Credit by urging ſo many Lyes, and are not aſhamed to do ſo a- 
24in : I ask theſe men, Did their Brother, a Friend, ſee me bring 
him into the Meeting, Whem you lay I did ſo much hug and em. 
brace? ſur:1ynay, he dares not ſay ſo ; Then till you can prove 
that, your Charge till remains falſe, and you falſe Accuſers ; and 
how you will clear your ſelves of this, I know not. 

Thirdly, And ſince ts a great Frequenter of his Howſe and Com- 
pany, as if it were a ſmall thing to wrap himſelf in all hu iniquitier, 
and ſo draw upon himſelf the vengeance duc unto [uch vile Tranſgreſ- 
frans ; contrary expreſly unto the Lords Commands, Say not aC onfede- 
racy ; aud, Hrve mo fellowſhip with unfrunful Works of Dark- 
neſs. 
Nw, Whether ic be for want of more Matter, or of more 
W1ſdom, I know not what their Reaſon ſhould be, that they 
ſhould ſtuff up their Charge with ſo many Tautologies, and (ſpend 
ſo much time and Paper in Repetitions: The firlt part beingan. 
{wered, I ſhall not reply again thereunto, unleſs I could-do it 
without any prejudice to them or my ſelf in it ; and ſurely if they 
rightly underſtood themſelves, they would never urge that from 
me, Which will do us both no good : A Word to the Wiſe is © 
enough. 

Secondly, They ſay, As if it were a ſmall thing to wrap bimſelf 
:n all his rnquities, 

Anſw. They had taken a very good courſe if they had in the 
firſt place proved what I had done had been a fin, and after they 
bad ſo done,layed down before me the aggravations thereof, then 
it 1 poſſible they might have done ſomething : but for them to 
ſpeak at thiszare, to make me a wonder as I walk up and down the 
Rreets; both in City and Countrey , and the Table-talk both"of 
Profeflors and others, and yet never prove what they have ſaid 
aoainlt me ; It is ſuch a thing that if the Lord had not kept me 
by his mighty Power and out-ftretched Arm, I might have wrapt 
my ſelf up in my own Blood, before this time ; and then whoſe . 
Intquicy would that have been ? or whoſe Door would my Blood 
have lain at ? Take it into conſideration. 

Thirdly, And ſo draw upon himſelf vengeance due for ſuch tranſ- 
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Anſ. Such as have their eyes open may plainly ſee, that theſe 
perſons that have taken upon them to Charge their Elder with int- 
quity, are greatly befides the matter ; to threaten him wich Yer- 
geance, before they have proved he hath tranſgreſfled 1n that Caſe ; 
may not theſe perſons rather think, that the vengeance of God 
may not ſuffer them to live, if they do not with all ſpeed repent, 
for to ſcandalize their Preacher, and render him to the world as an 
odious perſon,a Trappar,and never prove it (o to be, but rather at 
laſt when they have taken it into further conſideration, ſhifc the 
matter, thinking to come off with ſurmiſing Suppofitions, Whe- 
ther this be not for to wrap up themſelves in their Iniquity, and 
draw the vengeance of God upon their own heads, let the Lord 
judge between us, 

Fourthly, Contrarily expreſly unto the Lords Command, Say not 4 
Confederacy, and have no fellowſbip, ſaith our Apoſtle, with the un- 
fruitful works of Darkyeſs. 

eArſ. As to the word Confederacy, I have already proved there 
was no luch thing ; Therefore over-looking their Tautologie, I 
ſhall pals it by : As to the wnfrmrful works of Darkzeſs, which if 
they did but underſtand what they ſay, rends to one and the ſame 
thing ; but tot I anſwer truly, as to the time of my ſociety with 
the perſon they mention, I mult needs ſpeak the truth, we were 
ſo far trom exercifing the works of Darkneſs, that we ſpent molt 
of our time in the Work of the Goſpel : Therefore as to this 
branch of therr Charge, there is little in it that. requires any ar 
ſiver ; for I abſolutely delieve, if they could have chargzd as 
works of Darkzeſs upon me, they would not by any means have 
hid them. 

Fifthly, They urge Pſal. 50. When thou ſaweft a Thief, thou 
conſentedſt. 

eAnſ. They may more properly preſs this toſuch as-are Com- 
panions for ſuch kind or Perſons, for I do as little frequent their 
companies, I bleſs the Lord, as themſelves, 

Sixthly, And as for that they lay, 1s more conſiderable, which 


0:2 of his Abettors and Adherents told them, he did that be 4d to 
fave | If if 

A». \'/nat confiderable thing there is in this I ſee nor, that it 
thould lomuck make for their advantage ; for they run 2W2y alto- 
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whether theſe words were not ſpoken after the day they had ob- 
tained their purpoſe upon me ? It ſo, asit can be proved, then it 
is leſs conſiderable than any thing they have yet named : for that 
they brag of as conſiderable, as 1f they had conquered the day, 
appzals (6 their great diſgrace, and this ſpeaks forth their wicked- 
nels and deceit, to crowd that into their pretended Charge, after 
they had in their own will condemned me,and as they ſay (though 
19norantly) caſt me ont, 

Thus all men may ſee they will do range things to make their 
own Tale good, and when they have done all they can by patch- 
ins andpiecing of things together, muſt be forced to come ſhort 
of a compleat ( harge, without ſufficient witneſs, which to ſpeak 
properly is no Charge at all. 

6 Par, The former part of this Particular I forbear tomention; 
not but that I can, bleſled be the Lord, clear my ſelf of the ſtain 
they have put upcn me in it, foraſmuch as the things contained 
therein, I know can never be proved : I muſt have reſpe& to the 
day in which we live. 

Through Grace I do much adere the approaching of the annointe4 
King whom they mention,and ſhould be ſorry if I ſhould be found 
to reproach his glorious Footſteps, as they ſay, Tis no ſtrange thing 
for them to beſpatter me in this kinde ; I being acquain- 
ted from whence it proceeds, namely frem the ſpirit of pre- 
judice, ſhall leave the matter in controverſie unto the Lord, who 
in his due time will hear the cry of the Innocent ; and blefled be 
my God, I can ſay with the Noble Apofile, / aw free from the blood 
of all men. | 

Whereas they ſay, He hath given the lye unto his own Vows and 
Proteſtatrons in the fight of God, 

Anſw, Here is a miſtake : Therefore let my Accuſers recol- 
le& their memories : This I do remember Idid ſay to one whoſe 
Name is not to this Charge, which I wonder at, Who was the 
firſt Inſtrument that begar this Diſcord amongſt the Brethren, the 
Lord lay it not to her charge ; I did once ſay, That I ſhonld be care- 
ful how 1 came mto his company ; but as to Vows and Proteſtations 
I do not remember any ſuch thing, and therefore was in no capa- 
City to give the Lye to that which was not: Here I ſhall give a 
caution to them as well as my ſelf, Ler us not be too confident in 
this, Which was done long ago ; our memories may fail us _ 
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They aſſert, I ſhould ſay, / abhor the thoughts of lorking towards 
too much ſelf, with aſſociating with ſuch perſons, and yet now tell a 
Brother, He was ſorry for what of that kind he bad ſpoken. 

Anſ. Of a truth, it is (ſuch petty matter, I am aſhamed it 
ſhould come to publick view, yer being forced thereunto by the 
obſtinacy of theſe perſons, they being not willing to walk accord- 
ing to Goſpel-Rule, have ſent their reports a flying, ſo that the 
Wound is very great, and the Remedy mult be an{werable to the 
Diſeaſe, 

To the thing in hand, wherefore do they blame me in preſerv- 
ing of my ſelf, to the hurt of none > we will ſee into the Word of 
God if 1 am worthy of their blame ; if we look therein, we thall 
find ſelf-preſervation ſometimes very lawful, as you may ſee in 
the Caſe, 

Firſt, Of Abraham, which expoſed his Wife ts Adultery 
with Abimelech, to ſave himſelf, 

Secondly, David ran into the Cave of Adalam, to ſave himſelf 
from Sax, 

Thirdly, Our Lord himſelf, when he was hunted and threatned 
by the Jews, removes from Jury, and walks to another place, to 
ſave himſelf, 

Foxrthly, Paul the great Apoſtle of the Gentz/es, was let down 
in a Basket to ſave himſelf. 

Have we ſuch a cloud of Witneſſes? and many more of the 
Servants of Chriſt beſides Chriſt himſelf, that did uſe means to 
ſave themſelves,and will theſe people bring it as a Charge againſt 
me ? Hear you may ſee the inſufficiency of their Charge. 

And as tothe Word, Sorrow for what to a Brother I had ſpoken, 
Will they bring. it as a Charge againſt me for ſo doing, having 
ſome juſt ground for what I d1d?To tell you the truth, I had ſome 
jealouſie upon me concerning a perſon, as theſe perſons have had 
jealouſie upon them concerning my ſelf ; and to deal ingenuouſly, 
when I was convinced I had no juſt grounds of jealoutie, I was 
ſorry fox the ſame, and ſo ſhould they ; for I appeal to the Con- 
ſciences of theſe men, whether they have any juſt grounds to be 
thus reporting of me for a Trappan, if not, let jealouhe no more 
remain, for it is that fire that will burn up all love ; and they will 
do well to try whether it has not burnt upall that tender affeRion 
which once they had to me, n 
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Oh Friends ! I ſay to you all, yet notwithſtanding, though 
there hath ſuch a great cry palt through this Nation about S. Brad- 
{:y's being ſuch a perſon,. and it: is found a Bradley, though not 
the (ame, (a man to my knowledge I never ſaw in all my life ) 
and as it hath been provedaltogether ; what Reaſon can be given 
chat their loves ſhould not be renewed again. 

Oh how ſhould I rejoyce to ſee that day! ſeeing it1s ſo, be 
ingenuous to acknowledge your fault, with ſorrow and grief of 
heart, conſidering how God's Name and Truth hath been greatly 
reproached, the Work of Converſion topped , the hearts of 
many of the Pretious Sons of Son grieved , and all by your 
means ;z bla zing through the Nation that which you ſee can- 
not be proved, but at laſt is found to be a miſtake, as if there 
were no more of that name but my ſelf ; So that hitherto your 
pretended Charge appeais to be none but a heap of untruths and 
icandals, 

7. Pare He ſtands guilty of opening the nakedneſs and dealings in 
the Church-ſecrets in his publick, preaching. | 

Anſ. Theſe following Particulars are diſtin from the former ; 
They are things raked up and put together, to fill np the number, 
Theſe things at the firlt fight ſeems to dear weight, but when they 
are examined, there is no ſuch matter. 

Now I mult confeſs I am much grieved that they have put me 
{o unvoidably upon it, to rake up old Matters, and muſt be forced 
ro bring thoſe things forth to publick view, that will render thoſe 
perſons to be unſound, not being able to bear with ſound Doctrine, 
Though they have committed this folly to publick view, I will 
promiſe to favour them as muchas I can ; for though they have 


not ſo much love left in this Rorm, the Aecuſer of the Brethren 


hath raiſed, to cover their Paſtors infirmities ; They ſhall ſee I 


have ſome left in me to-cover much of theirs; and ſeeing they. | 


have brought me upon the publick Stage,. I muſt be forc't to give 
ſome reply, though ſhort. 


I mult needs ſay, to the grief of my heart, I could not Preach 
to any Soul-ſearching-matter, but ſhould be accuſed by one or o- | 


ther ; yea, though I have-laid my matter down in general terms, 
being willing, ſo far as] could, as it ſtood-with a good Conſci- 
ence,to Live as little offence as I might;but let me be as careful in 
this Matter, as was approveable in the ſight of God, yet aee Fn 
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other of them would ſtill be offended ; that for a quarter of a yeat 
together and more, before they had made this Breach, 1 was ſo 
burthenſom, as they called it, 1» my Miniſtry, that it could not be 
borne by them ; when ſome being ottended came to tell me, that / 
[pokg unto them, My anſwer to tuch was, If they could experience 
what I ſaid, itwas to them ; and this they call che Secrers of the 
Church, This Particular, and my brief reply ; I ſhall leave it to 
my Brethren in the Miniſtry for to confider whether I was blame- 
worthy in this matter, 

Again, That it was frequently deſired by two brethren, to ſorbear 
ſuch paſſages, ſhewing how diſhoneurable they were to God, and griev- 
ous to them, he ſolemnly engaged never to do the like again ; neverthe- 
leſs at the very next Meeting he had of his own appointing, (of which 
he had two or three a week, befides the Church-Meetings ) he did pub- 
lickly declare that his Church did ſtop his month, ſo that he durſt not 
for diſpleaſing of them preach thoſe truths he mould. 

Anſ, Whether this be a fair way of dealing, let ſuch as are 
truly godly be judge in this Caſe, for theſe Perſons to ſpeak at 
this rate: After all breaches and differences were made up and 
forgotten, and were ſweetly reconciled together, and with a 
joynt conſent had ſat down at the Table of the Lord, in a Heaven- 
ly andGoſpel manner;and they to ſend forth their Preacher with a 
Letter of Recommendation to the Churches of Chriſt throughout 
the Nation,according to the order aforeſaid ; and yet of a ſudden, 
in eight or nine dayes time, ſuch a ſcroul as this (ſhould be drawn 
up againk him, and ſpread through the Nation, and never come 
unto the ſight of their Paſtor, till a twelve-month after, is ſuch 
a wonder to me, that the like was never ſeen or heard of ſince the 
Creation of the World;but as touching the Brethrens defire,to the 
beſt of my remembrance it was accompliſhed, they manifeſting 
themſelves to be very apt for to quarrel at every turn With me,and 
to be falling out ; for peace-ſake I yielded to ſuch a thing, bearing 


c< 


with theiz weakneſs, who would indeed be often doing amiſs, and 


| found out of the Goſpel way, but could not bear to be reproved 


| forit ; yea I ſay, for their peace ſake 1 yielded to their deſires, 


with grief of Soul I declareir, in maintaining of their peace, 1 
broak my own, in tying upmy ſelf from making improvement of 
my Miniſtry, and exerciſing part of that power I had received 
from the Lord, to reprove, as Well as to exhort an comfort ; itis no 
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ſmall trouble to me, that they force m2 to rip up their weakneſs at 
this rate, in ſuch a publick way, which now cannot be well avoid- 
ed, they having publiſhed my Charge abroad : For Truth's ſake I 
mult ſpzak a little, though nothing nigh to what I could relate ; 
but this that / have done, is not to render them odious , as they 
have done their Paſtor, but rather that the Truth might appear 
on my part , that ſo things may be compared together, both 
what / can ſay for my ſelf, as well as what they have writ againſt 
me ; orelſe who can be a true and competent Judge in the mat- 
ter in controverſie ? 

Seeing I am thus put upon it, I muſt ſpeak, though its poſſible I 
may be blamed when I have done , but all things conſidered not 
blame-wotthy it's like in this matter: 1 being by the Lord and 
the:n appointed their Overſeer, and perceiving(to my grief of 
heart) a general negle& of the aſſembling of the Saints, and 
other things, did reprove this fault in general, it being a general 
Miſcarriage; and what? muſt I come under dealing tor it ? and 
this brought as a Charge againſt me 2 Surely when the Churches 
come to hear thereof, and the Miniſtry too, they will rather pity 
me than otherwiſe, and have ſome Bowels of Compaſſion to me : 
For me to. bz thrown out as an uſeleſs perſon, when I was found in 
the way of my duty,. and reported up and down for a dangerous 
perſon, when it cannot be proved ſo, and to ſhift off the buſineſs 
think no way like this, to make their Paſtor to be thought odious 
by the Churches, and for them bragging when they have done, to 
ſay, None of the Churches own 1m ! And this is the bet Proof they 
bave yet produced againlt their Paſtor, See the baſeneſs of theſe 
prc ezedings : Firſt to broach abroad that their Paſtor is a Trappar, 
and put a fear upon all the Churches, that none dare come at him 
to know what 1s the matter, for fear of being trappan'd; and then 
to give it out as if they had won. the day, Oh! None of the Chur- 
ches owns him ! Let theſe men remember the Day of Judgememt 
ts:at hand, in Which my Cauſe will be called over, then I ſhall 
have a fair hearing, and true judgement in the caſe (hall be exe- 
cuted, and then ic ſhall be known who.is the Offender, whether 
S. B. ox his Accuſers, May not this People take ſhame unto 
themſelves,to carty.themſelves ſo that they are worthy of reproof, 
and when they are reproved cannot bear therewith, but make en- 
deavouts to ſtop the mouth of their Preacher from reproving? One 


would 
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would have thought they ſhould have bearkened to reproof, Prov.rz. 
13,19,25. it being the onely way to gain honour, ard that they might 
have learn'd knowledge by uv, If I may query a little with them, 
Have they not ſcorned Reproof, and their Paltor got a blot thereby > 
O chat they would well confider the words of the Wiſe Man, He 
that hateth reproof ſhall die : and forget not what he farther ſays, 
Pro.9.8. Reprove not aScorner,leſt he bate thee: Rebukg a Wiſe Man, 
he will love thee. Let theſe Perſons conftider what they have done : 
If I had failed in this point, what reafon can they ſhew that ir 
muſt be blazed adout after Reconcilement ; may not ſuch as are 
truly ſober conclude, who are out of the prejudiced minde, that 
what they have done was more in malice than true love ? but this 
is altogether off from the ching for which they made their pre- 
rence to bring me wnder dealing , as they call it, though no ſuch 
thing, as Was falſely aſſerted, and afterward immediately denied 
by B., M. namely for being a Trappan : So that their pretended 
Charge is come to nothing at lalt, and is proved no Charge at 
all. 

Their laſt Particular I (hall anſwer unto, containing ſeveral 
Branches. tle | 

Firſt, He us gmilty of raſh Paſſion and ſpiritual Pride in kis carria- 

es towards Us in communication, 

Anſw. 1 muſt acknowledge that I am not without p2rſonal of- 
fences, which doth adminiſter matter of true: humbling and lying 
low at the foot of Chritt : May it. not-be apprehended that for 
want of a right Spirit of Judgement and Brotherly Love, they 
may call that Pafſion, which-God may approve on as true Zeal : if 
all things were conſidered from firft ro laft, it may. upon true 
orounds be gathered that thzy are miſtaken in this their raſh Cen- 
ſure ; and while they judge their Paſtor, they are guilty of the 
ſame ſin, and beſpatter him in the notion of paſſion and ſpiritual 
pride out of- a prejudiced ſpirit they have took up againſt him of a 
ſuddem. In their Letter of Recommendation they ſent abroad to 
the Ckurches, they wiite no-ſuch thing, it is much to me that in 
eight »r nine days time they ſhould change their note at this rate; 
firt for to cry me up, and then with all ſpeed cry me down: Whe- 
ther prejudices be not the Engine that ſpurts out this dirty Water 
OI upon me , 1 leave the clear-ſtghred Chriſtian to 
judge, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, [ And to vindicate a ſcandalous Tranſgreſſor, that was 
for te be dealt with by the Church. | 
 Anſs, Itwill prove to theſe perſons great advantage, who ac- 
cuſe me at this rate in matters that were buried long ago, and 
forgotten by me, and promiſed ſo to be by them ; I ſay again, It 
will prove for their advantage in the great Day of the Lord, if they 
can clear thzmſelves from ſlandering of their Paſtor : and. were 
this true What they ſay, how comes it to paſs that we have very 
often met together at the Table of the Lord ; and how is it that 
they have not proved faithful (if it be true what they aflert) in this 
matter to the Lord and my Soul, to ſuffer me, as they ſay, a Lyar, 
to be their Adminiſtrator in theſe weighty Aﬀairs in the Houſe of 
God ? Isnot this their proceedings much like unto that of Chil- 
dren, that quarrel and fall out one with another, and in revenge 
call over things done in times palt, and hit them in the teeth with 
it 2 Have not theſe done even (o, to fall upon upbraiding their 
Paſtor of things done long ago ? Put caſe / had offended in what 
I had then done, how far ſhort do theſe People come of the Rule 
of Chriſt? let them conſider Epheſ.4.32. As God for Chriſts ſake 
forgave us, ſo ought we to forgive one another : but inſtead of forgi- 
ving, how are they apbraiding! O ſhould not theſe things ſet our 
hearts a bleeding ! that theſe perſons ſhonld rake up thoſe things 
that were dead and buried long ago / 

Thirdly, They ſay, He charged a Siſter raſhly wn the face of the 
Church, and to colour his evil made it a miſtake to juſtifie the wicked 
axd condemn the righteous. 

To this / anſwer : What I ſpake then was no more, nor ſcarce 
ſo much, as a Siſter of the Congregation affſerted , and ſaid ſhe 
would undertake to prove it ; the buſineſs thet was in controver- 
fie [acquainted the Church with, when the perſon fore-mention- 
ed began to ſpeak, (whether it was by her being over-powered 
by ſome which would have born a ſway , (and have occaſioned 
all theſe diſtraions amongſt us) though it did not ſo become 
them todo) LIleave it tothe Lord to judge whether ſhe was not 
over-powered by words and other things, to which 7 ſhall not 
ſpeak at large, left / make their nakedneſs too much appear : I 
then did declare it was found a miſtake ; for me to ſay ſo, was this 
to cover my evil, and to jwſtifie, as they term it, the wicked ? wag 
their Siſter, whom they had communion with at that time,a wicked 

Perſon ? 
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Perſon ? how did they dare to have any communion with her then? 
and to condemn the Godly : but who it was I condemned they have 
not named, and who it is I ſhould condemn, © I know not : 7 ſhall 
not judge them that do thus falſely accuſe me ; neither would. / 
have them judge me in this matter, \but leave it to him which 
judgeth righteouſly, 

Fourthly, {t was but few Weeks but ſome or other would meet with 
their wounding and burdens, 

Anſw. If the Word of the Lord did at any time wound them, 
let me tell them, Gods wounding tends to healing ; but as to any 
thing elſe, I mult profeſs my ſelf altogether a ranger to it : for 
T7 was, if / may ſpeak without offence, ſo far from wounding or 
burdening them, that I did chaſe rather to be wounded or burden - 
ed my ſelf ; the Lord is my Witneſs in this matter : I ſay unto 
| this People, Doth it not rather plainly appear that their Paſtor 
was wounded and burdened by them, they being ſo apt to be of- 
fended with Goſpel-Reproofs ? Yea, ſure they have done more 
than wounded and burdened their Paſtor, for to deprive him oi 
his good Name under the Notion of a Trappan, When there was 
no1uch thing ; what will this amount to if rictly enquired into 
- and rightly judged ? ſure murder in ſome kind : The Lord give 
them a true fight of their evil, and then I ſhall rejoyce, 

Fifthly, #e met with Repulſes in our Addreſs to him 3 You mul 
not teach your Elder : Sometimes be ſcarned to be taught bus Duty by 
«ny Member in the Congregation, 

Anſw. True it 18, when ſome of them came, as divers times 
they did, back-b1t:»g of ſome of their fellow-Members, whereof 
ſome made it their common practice {o to do, which became a hea- 
vy burden tome ; and when they came tome with their ſtories, 
truly they had but little encouragement ; and I do perceive this 
1s that they call Repulſes ; for it was my manner fuſt mildly ro 
ſhew them their evil, and then to inform them cf their Duty in 
that concernment : but finding ill ſome who mar it their bufi- 
neſs to go from houſe to houſe, carrying Tales, which fince have 
d2en inftrumental to bring their private. diforderly walking into 
a publick diſorcer alſo ; witneſs the noiſe their proceedings have 
made throughout all rhe Churches ; I perceiving mild InftivRion 
wonld not reclaim them. / was fain touſe ſharpneſs ; which they 
:zenorantly call raſh Peſſian, 1 not anſwering the expeRation cf 
10MC 
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ſome in this kinde, but reproving them ſharply for the ſame, 
they have been pleaſed to teime it , Spiritual Pride > 


But why ſhould I or any other think'this ftrange ? for Paw! the 
Noble Apoſile of the Gentiles Was judged by the Church of Co. 
rixth, x Cor. 4. 3. And counts it but a ſmall thing to be ſo judged ; 
{ fhall 1, for what I have cone in this kind, hath been in a faich- 
ful diſcharge of my duty, though I have purchaſed to my ſelf a 
blot for my labour ; I truſt the Lord will enable me ro wear it as 
my Crown, what ever ſpecious pretences they may have to ren- 
der me odious to the People of God ; rhey carrying of it at ſuch 
a rate, to make the Churches believe that they have dealt with me 
in an orderly way, when it is no ſuch thing, cauſing ſome to ſay, 
His own Church hath dealt with- his ard caſt him out, when they 
were not ina capacity ſo todo, being under dealing at that time 
themſelves, by their Paſtor and others of the Church, for their 
rebAlion againſt the Righteous Laws and inſticuted Orders of 
Chrit's Houſe : What they have unrighteouſly done, hath ſeem+» 
ed hitherto to carry the day, as if they had obtained a viRory,and 
cryed it up ſo, before th matter came to tryal : But it mult paſs 
for truth right or wrong : why ſo? there ig no good reaſon can be 
ſhewed for it I am ſure : ſome ſay, Becauſe the Church hath caft 
him out, 

To this I ſhall ſpeak in the Language of the Prophet, ſa. 66,5. 
Your Brethren that hated you, that caſt you out for my Names ſake, 
ſaying, Let the Lord be glorified ; but he ſhall appear to your joy, and 
they ſhall be aſhamed : And for all their bold affertion, that / am 
not willing to hearken to the leaſt Member of the Church, to hear what 
they can ſay ; I hope I ſhall make-it appear, that I am not 
only willing to hearken, but to learn of them too, if I find them 
in a Capacity to teach. 

Theſe people, all men may ſee by their cartiage tome, were 
ſo far from being able to teach me my duty, that they had net 
learnt to praiſe their own; it doth plainly appear they judged 
me without a cauſe. 

Sixthly, Sometimes he wonld incompaſs u with fained flatterics 
and repentances, and yet in the mean time break, forth into thoſe foul 
breaking parts, that indeed he was become a burthen to us, 

To this I anſwer ; What they mean by fergnrd flatteries, Tam 
yet tolearn ; then very unlikely to compaſs them about —_— 

Surely 
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Surely theſe people, Have bent their Tongnes likg their Bow for 
lies, | 9.3. And we may ſay of them as the Prophet of old 
did, They proceed from evil to evil, If by fained flattery they mean 
my ready condeſcention to them of low degree, in denying my 
ſelf, as often I cid, in having berter thoughts of them than I had 
of my ſelf, I making cf it my workto maintain the peace of the - 
Church ; if this be their meaning, I muſt needs confeſs my ſelf 
ouilty ; butas to any thing elſe; I am a ſtranger to it : The efore 
that which they call fained flattery, is a Paradox to me : And the 
thing they term by the name of Repentances, I do as little under- 
Rand as the former ; unleſs it be thus, if at any time I had ſpoken 
that which through their weakneſs, being pettiſh Children, and 
ſoon offended at reproof, (though they had need enough of it, and 
as they truly confeſs to me in their Letter they writ when I was a 
Priſoner in Newgate, That they were Children in the (Matters and 
eAfairs of the Church, and need be taught ) then 1 would expreſs 
my trouble in this caſe, that I was ſuch an Offence to-them ; they 
being in the high minde, when they ſhould come down into the 


godly fear, being apt to be ſelf-conceited : and muſt I be reproach- 


ed for this my Love and Tenderneſs to them ? I truſt my God 
will enable me to bear it, though that which makes it the harder, 
is, Becauſe it is fromthe Houſe of my Friends, and them thar have 
been add ill are as dear to me as my own Life, though they have 
thus dealt by me, and I am become to them as a dead mar ont of mind. 
If theſe be the things that made them cry out of being burdened, 
let all ſober men judge whether they had any juſt cauſe for it : 
May it not truely be otherwiſe applied more ſafely , That theſe 
things could not but prove a burden to their Paſtor > * 

I thall omit one thing in this Particular, it being ſuch nonſenſe 
that /underſtand it not, and ſhall paſs to the next thing in theix 
pretended Charge. 

Seventhly, Some of thoſe petty things we have alſo at large, forto 
be bronght forth, if deſired by ary. 

eAnſw, Were it not to encourage theſe people ro come under 
the breach of their ſolemn Covenant they made when they enter- 
ed into Church-Communion, not ro rip up matters in this kinde, 
I ſhould ſay then, By all means brivg them forth, that the Chur. 
ches and others may ſee what a heavy Drudge their Paſtor hath 
been made by them , and how they have had no reſpec to his 

| F Peace, 
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perce, but troubl2d and burdened him wich ſuch matters that by 
their own confeſſi2n are counted petty Things :, The Chriſtian 
Reader may take notice, That their Charge at the belt, as they 
have declared, is but a petty Charge ; the Reaſon is, The matters 
contained therein are but petty 7 hixgs : and truly I do not much 
wonder they were ſo backward in letting me have a light thereof, 
it may be they were aſhamed of their work, it being bur a petty 
Buſizeſs : 1 muſt needs acknowledge they have given as true a Ti- 
tle to their Twelvemonths Labours as could be invented; and 
ſhould they fit a Twelvemonth longer onely to ſtudy for a Title 
to ſend forth their pretended Charge into the World, they could 
not chooſe one that would be more fitting. Now Friends , See- 
ing it hath appeared to bz ſuch a petty Buſineſs, I hope your poor 
oppreſled Paſtor will be re(tored to his Birthright again, that 18 to 
ſay, His Good Name, that hath by your means been taken 
from him 3 for a Good Name tu better than precious Oyntment, 
Eccleſ,7,1, which you have ſtained by your ſcandalous Repor:s, 
ſpread by your means up and down the Land of my Nativity ; but 
1f you Will not, yet it ſhall work for my good and your hurt in 
the Day of Judgement, Sure all men that have bur the leaſt 
ipark of Grace, will ſay it is but a reaſonable thing, ſeeing all this 
cry and flir about Samuel Bradley doth at laſt appear to be but a 
petty Report, and could never to this day be made otherwiſe to 
appear ; for the molt credible perſons that ever had a hand to 
{pread 1t abroad, which have gone under the name of very good 
Chriſtians, neither did nor can ſpeak any thing of their own 
knowledge : then it remains to be but a petty Report till, And 
when theſe perſons have been asked, Xpou what grounds do You re- 
port this of the Perſon aforeſaid ? their aniwer has been, H#u Church 
has eaft him out upon this very eAccount : and now that which they 
hive called all this while a Charch eAt, though they had no Rea- 
ſon ſo to do, is found to be at the bet but a petty Surmiſe os Suppo- 
6:10n: What? andno more ? No truly : Then, away, ſaith the 
ſoher-minced Chriſtian, with this petty Charge ; for in open Court 
1tis condemned : and let their Paſtor's Good Name be. reſto- 
1ed. 

Eighthly, hile we were dealing with him, at one time, breaking 
forth into a wiched reviling and contempt ; 4s, He had brought up a 
Bird to pick out his Eyes: A Brother that then ſpake , called — 

Black: 
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Black-month , Foul-mouth , he had ſpit the Devil all Day. 

Anſw. As touching the Bird they mention, of all the things I 
did ſp2ak, that I cannot remember : however it may be relithed, 
yt in one ſeace it is undniably true : for this man whem they 
make mention of, Was he that for two or three hours rog2ther did 
revile m2 in ſuch a ihameful manner, that ſome there preſent, 
although they were not Members, yet conſcientious Perſons, were 
ſo much grieved, they had much ado-to continue in the hearing of 
him; his ſpeaking was 1n ſuch an unchriſtian-like manner, taat 
ſome there preſent ſaid, He did att and lack, as if he had been the 
very Piflure of Envy; and he ſpake with (ſuch rage that to ſomes 
perceivance he looked black in the mouth ; then I pray conſider, 
was that to revile him,when I ſpake nothing but the truth concer- 
ning him? And put caſe theſe kinde of proceedings and great op- 
preflions, had ſo much prevailed with me, that I had ſpake worie 
than all this ; who was the Cauſe of it 2 were not thoſe perſons 
that would not let me have the ſame liberty that a Malefactor or 2 
Murderer ſhall have at the Bar, that is to ſpeak what he can foi 
himſelf, before he be ſentenced todeath ? but I muſt have my 
Sentence before 7 could be heard: Oppreſſion will make a wiſe man 
mad, — And didI revile him to call him Foul-mouth, when he had 
ſuch foul Expreflions flowing from him, that were not becoming 
him ? and whether he did not act the part of the Devil all the 
day, let the wiſe man judge, who accuſed his Paſtor in the face 
of all there preſent, and yet could nor, when he was put upon it, 
prove what he ſaid ; for we all know that the Devil is the Accuſer 
of the Brethren, Rey.12,10. then you may plainly ſee I did not 
wrong him 1n the leaſt, to ſay he ſpit the Devil all day, when he ſpit 
forth his venom of malice, that he was beyond the bounds of mo- 
deration, 

Now if they had any regard to God's Glory and their own Re- 
putation, they (ſhould not have laid open their weakneſs abroad, 
thinking to let the nakedneſs of th:ir Paſtor be ſeen to all men,and 
thereby have made manifeſt their own ſhame : ſuppoſe I had acted 
all that which B.A. had falſely aſſerted, was there no other courſe 
for them to deal with m2, thin to :inake me odious before all, ere 
they had examined the,cauſe , to ſee whether I had deſerved ſuch 
things at their hands? But it doth appear this man with ſome others 
had a deſign to carry on, and he thought the way to make ſure work 
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of it was to top his Paſtors Mouth, for fear he ſhould ſpoile his 
deſign ; for he with ſome others,wzre reſolved upon the matter to 
cut him off right ox wrong, and with all expedition too ; and had 
forgot to go to prayer firtt, A Member that was there preſent, 
winch wept bitte1ly to ſee theic proceedings, ſeeing of them {0 
nimble ar the work, bad them conſider What they did, for it Was 
not a bulineſs of ſmall concernment to cut off an Elder; to 
which ſome replied, Well then, we will go and ſeek God : the Bro- 
ther that prayed, Was very ingenious to confeſs ( though he was 
one of them in the curting-off defign, John Fohnſon by name ) he 
hid no anſwer at all : with tnat Berjamn Mines did 00 to pray, 
to fee if he could have an aniwer, as we may [0 cather by the paſ- 
ſage ; and after he had done, he was anſwered, as he did ſay, 
fron Rev,2.20, [ have a few things againſt thee becauſe thou Juffereſt 
that Womun J:zebel, which caleth her ſelf a Propheteſs, to teach, 
and Seduce my Servants to commut Fornication, and to eat things Sa 
crificed unto Idols : Whether this was a pertinent anſwer, or any 
aniw-x at all, we fhall certainly know at the Judgement Day, 
which baſtens : and upon this they ſpeedily proceeded, and reſu- 
ſed es let it ſlip till another day of meeting, though it was defired 
by one of the Brethren, and alſo by them granted, yet this B. AM, 
was ſo eager in the matter, and did {o much prevail upon them, 
that he cauſed the reſt of his adherents to breake their ſolemn 
Promiſe, which they made to the aforeſaid Brother ; B, M. car- 
ried it With theſe words, as can be proved to his face, That if they 
did net do it then, they ſhould not do it at all, If they had not a orea- 
ter intent to propagate their Murdering Deſign, to ſlay the Inno- 
cent,rather than to keep to the jult known Randing Rule of Chrif, 
let him that is of underſtanding in this matter, appear to be judge 
in this ca(e ; and what was all chis,bur to carty on the work of the 
Devil all the day? and by theſe things have made me a wonder 
to many ; yet God is my ſtrong refuge, Pſal.71,7, | 

Ninthly, Yerily ſcoffing at the Work of the Lord , being arquain- 
tel he ſhomld be cut off, ſcoffingly ſaid to oxe of his adheren; s, 1t would 
be cut and dryed by and by. 

To this 1 anſwer; O how have theſe perſons addicted themſelves 
to ſpeak tnac which is not true! for let my Reply be conſidered, 
whe:neritwas a Scoft, when I underſtood their determination 
What tney was reſolved to do; as it were informed upen good and 
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ſufficient proof, that ſome of them were reſolved,the breach 
ſhould not be made up ; and by their management of things, I ſaw 
their deſign plainly tending unto the ſame : When they did threa- 
ren to cut me off, 1 ſoberly anſwered, Jt was ready cut and dryed ; 
that is, toſpeak after the ſimilituade, it was ready done to their 
hands : how and which way they will make this a Scoff, I know 
not, unleſs they wreſt my words, and take them in the wrong 
ſence : Let theſe men remember, the ſame meaſure they mete 
forth to me, ſhall be meted to them again. 

Tenthly, As a further Evidence of his Hardneſs and Implacable- 
neſs under all, when it was told him he was cut off , he makes that the 
$1moe of his liberty to preach the Goſpel wnto the world, 

Axſw. Here they have uttered words without knowledge, to 
tell the People, that it is an evidence of his hardneſs, what, rs 
rejoce in a time of Liberty to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt ? here have 
they diſcovered their blindneſs and ignorance abundantly, to ſay, 
it was an evidence of his Implacableneſs : It is very plain by what 
they aſſert they krow not what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. 
Firſt, The word Implacableneſs, implies, Unappeaſable ; a thing 
quite contrary to their aſſertion ; whoſe malice admits of no terms 
of Reconciliatien, Now let the Reader confhider whether this 
raſh Cenſure which they have ignorantly calt upon me, hath nor 
fallen upon themſelves; -who would by no means admit of Recon- 
Ciliation, though the terms thereof have been tendered to them, 
as aforeſaid was proved ; ſo that I may ſay unto them, therefore 
thou art inexcuſable, O man, whoſoever thon art that jndgeſt ; for 
wherein thou judgeſt anther, thou condemneſt thy ſelf ; for thats that 
judgeſt, doſt the ſame things : haw do they think that continue in ſo 
doing, to eſcape the Fudgements of God ? Rom.2.1,2,3. 

Secondly, Inplacableneſs, doth import haters of Peace, andſuch 
who are wholly for war : ſs that out of their own mouth, they are 
condemned ; for they are ſo far from peace, that they have pro- 
claimed open War through the Nation againſt their Pattor, 
though without juſt cauſe, that a man can ſcarce go into any part 
thereof, but he ſhall hear the report of this their unrighteous Pro- 
ceedings, 

Thirdly, Implacableneſs, doth alſo import to us, ſuch as will ne. | 
Ve1 De reconciled or pacified, When they are once moved, and 
have taken any quarrel in hard, ſuch as ate irreconcilable,wittour 
friendihip 
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friendſhip or peace, who being once offended, will never be re- 
conciled more, neither wilt admit of any League or Covenant ; 
witneſs th2 Continuation of their reproach and {landers ; that 
I:t theſe men or wom2n come into any company, whetherChriftt= 
ans or others, as can-be proved againſt ſome of them to their great 
ſhame (not at all regarding the Glory of God) will fall a Revi- 
ling, Backbicing and Slandring of their Paſtor, as if they were (0 
hungerly bitten, that they can not tell when they have done 
enough, or ſhoul never be ſatisfied or take their revenge of him : 
This 18 [mplacableneſs indeed; the fire of their wrath being once 
kindled, they carry it on at ſuch a rate, as if they would never let 
it 20 outstill they hurried me out of breath,or hunted their Paſtor 
to death, altogether refuſing to ſhew any kind of friendſhip to 
him in the leaſt ; and being not contented to uſe bim ſo vilely 
themſelves, but uſe all endeavours that poſſible may be,to bring 
up all others to the ſame | Implacableneſs.) O this is Perſecution 
with a witne(s! And when they do hear of any.Perſon of Qality 
that doth come to hear the ſaid S. B, ſom: of them make it their 
work to run to their houſes, and back-bite him extreamly, - with 
ſuch-like expreſſions, He i a wicked dangerow perſon ; though when 
they have been asked by ſober perſons, whether they ſpeak of 
their own knowledge ? have told them, No ; but it is true enough, 
you need not queſtion it: Why? O I hadit froma grations Soul 
that world not lie : and if you come to that gratious Soul, if you can 
find him out,ask him, Do you know this and that to be true of S- 
mucl Bradley ? Not of my own knowledge,but from one,whom I am ſure 
will not dare for to tell 2 lie+ So you Hall at laſt when ir comes to 
the iſſue, find it comes from his own Church ; and examine them 
of his own Church, Do any of you know S. B, your Paſtor, to be 
a Trappan ? No,bat we ſurmiſe or ſuppoſe ſome ſuch thing ; ſo at laſt 
when we have ſearched into the bottom, there is no ſuch thing : 
by this means have thzy made perſons take it for granted, when 
they could never prove any ſuch thing, :They never ceaſed in this 
way of proceeding, till they had wrought up perſons unto the 
ſame prejudiced mind as themſelves ; and by this means have 
prevented many from thz Means of Grace. I hope by this time 
they ſez their blin%nz(s, and do now underſtand that S, B, (tands 
clear from the, guilt of [mplacableneſs,and it fals out to be their own 
portion : The Lord grant them timely repentance, and let them 
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learn hereafter ts' ſpeak the Truth, andutter ſuch things as are * 
truth, thattheir ſpeech may not be condemned : for _ ſaith, 
Fob. 343. As thepalate taſtes meat, ſo doth the ear try words : Their 
words have been examined and tried from the beginning of their 
petty Charge, now almoſt to the end, and have been found falſe 
and unſound ; and out of their own mouths are they caſt and con- 
demned, and found Lyars, and ſuch Perſons as theſe are not like 
to be competent Judges in {uch weighty matters , and in the room 
of judging of others, if they would judge themſelves, they ſhould zot 
be judged of the Lord, Theſe Perſons may do well to conſider, 
That God will one day ask them, hy doſt thou judge thy Brother ? 
or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy Brother ? Rom.14.10, We ſhall all 
ſtazd before the Tudgement-Seat of God, But I ſhall paſs to the next 
Particular, 
11 Par, He gives ont, That he is wronged, and hath made his Ap-, 
peal to the Churches, but cannot be heard. 
Anſw. The Reader may obſerve this to be a petty Charge in- 
deed, and this their pretended Charge hath been found falſe ; for 
. to make people believe ſtrange things of their Paſtor, and now 
come to wave the matter becanſe they cannot prove what they 
have ſaid, and put us off With a Story or a Tale about the Chur- 
ches. 
As touching making my Appeal, you may now ſee I have, and 
not onely to them but to the whole World : for the Innocent is 
\neither aſhamed to ſhew his Face, nor his Cauſe, though they 
Iwere ; witneſs their under-hard-dealing for this Twelvemonth 
together : and now their ARions ate come to Light, the Light 
bath manifeſted their Works are for the fire , that muſt be burne 
1p: and let theſe Perſons labour to carry themſelves better for 
he future, leſt they and theic Works be burnt up together : and 
et them take it into conſideration, That they have put me out of 
capacity of making the Churches acquainted with their Procee- 
ings, but in this manner ; which I confeſs is not uſual, nor had 
been Co, if it had not been long of themſelves ; for the Chur- 
hes have by their inftigations been ſet againſt me, and have been 
raid of me,though to this day I have given them no caule,and I 
ppe in God ſhall never ſo do: for in the preſence of God I ce- 
are my ue love to them ; and nor onely 6, but to the poor di- 
efled and oppreſled Seed of God under all diſtin tions wharſo- 
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friendſhip or peace, who being once offended, will never be re- 
conciled more, neither wilt admit of any L2ague or Covenant ; 
witneſs the Continuation of their reproach and flanders ; that 
I:t theſe men or wo 2n come into any company, WhecherChriltt- 
ans or others, as can be proved againſt ſome of them to their great 
ſhame (not at all regarding the Glory of Goa) will fall a Revi- 
ling, Backbicing and Slandring of their Paſtor, as if they were (0 


hungerly bitten, that they can not tell when they have done 


enough, or ſhoul never be ſatisfied or take their revenge of him : 
This 18 [mplacableneſs indeed; the fire of their wrath being once 
kindled, they carry it on at ſuch a rate, as if they would never let 
17 20 out, till they hurried me out of breath,or hunted their Paſtor 
to death, altogether refuſing to ſhew any kind of friendſhip to 
him in the leaſt ; and bzing not contented to uſe him ſo vilely 
themſelves, but uſe all endeavours that poſſible may be,to bring 
up all others to the ſame | /mplacableneſs.| O this is Perſecution 
with a witneſs! And when they do hear of any.Perſon of Quality 
that doth come to hear the ſaid S. B, ſom: of them make it their 
work to run to their houſes, and back-bite him extreamly, - with 
ſuch-like expreſſions, He # a wicked dangerom perſon ; though when 
they have been asked by ſober perſons, whether they ſpeak of 
their own knowledge ? have told them, No ; but it is true enough, 
you need not queſtion it: Why? O I hadit froma grations Soul 
that world not lie : and if you\come to that gratious Soul, if you can 
find him out,ask him, Do you know this and that to be true of S«- 
mucl Bradley ? Not of my own knowledge but from one,whom I am ſure 
will not dare for to tell 2 lies So you ſhall at laſt when 1r comes ts 
the iſſue, find it comes from his own Church ; and examine them 
of his own Church, Do any of you know T:B, your Paſtor, to be 
a Trappan ? N»,but we ſurmiſe or ſuppoſe ſome ſuch thing ; ſo at laſt 
when we have ſearched into the bottom, there is no 1uch thing : 
by this means have thzy made perſons take it for granted, when 
they could never prove any ſuch'thing. :They never ceaſed in this 
way of proceeding, till they had wrought up perſons unto the 
ſame prejudiced mind as themſelves ; and by this means have 
prevented many from the Means of Grace. I hope bythis time 
they ſez their blindneſs, and do now underſtand that S. B. ſtands 
clear from the guilt of Implacableneſs,and it fals out to be their own 
portion : The Lord grant them timely repentance, and let them 
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learn hereafter to' ſpeak the Truth, andutter ſuch things as are 
truth, thattheir ſpeech may not be condemned : for = 4 ſaith, 

Feb. 34.3. As thepalate taſtes meat, ſo doth the ear try words : Theit 
words have been examined and tried from the beginning of their 
petty Charge, now almoſt to the end, and have been found falſe 
and unſound ; and out of their own mouths are they caſt and con- 
demned, and found Lyars; and ſych Perſons as theſe are not like 
to be competent Judges in ſuch weighty matters , and in the room 
of judging of others, if they would judge themſelves, they ſhould xot 
be judged of the Lord, Theſe Perſons may do well to conſider, 
That God will one day ask them, hy doſt thou judge thy Brother ? 
or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy Brother ? Rom.14.10, We ſhall all 
ſtaud before the Tudgement-Seat of God, But I ſhall paſs to the nexr 
Particular, oj | 

11 Par, He gives ont, That he is wronged, and hath made his Ap- 
peal to the Churches, but cannot be beard. 

Anſw. The Reader may obſerve this to be a petty Charge in- 
deed, and this their pretended Charge hath been found falſe : for 
to make people believe ſtrange things of their Paſtor, and now 
come to wave the matter becauſe they cannot prove what they 
have ſaid, and put us off with a Story or a Tale about the Chur- 
ches. 

As touching making my Appeal, you may now ſee I have, and 
not onely to them but to the whole World : for the Innocent is 
neither aſhamed to ſhew his Face, nor his Cauſe, though they 
were ; witneſs their under-hard-dealing for this Twelvemonth 
together : and now their AQtons are come to Light, the Light 
hath manifeſted their Works are for the fire , that muſt be burnt 
up : and let theſe Perſons labour to carry themſelves better for 
the future, leſt they and theic Works be burnt up together : and 
let them take it into conſideration, That they have put me out of 
a capacity of making the Churches acquainted with their Procee- 
dings, but in this manner ; which I confeſs is not uſual, nor had 
it been Co, if it had not been long of themſelves ; for the Chur- 
ches have by their inftivations been ſer againſt me, and have been 
afraid of me,though to this day I have given them no caule,and I 
hope in God ſhall never (o do: for in the preſence of God I ce- 
claxe my ue love to them; and not onely 6, but to the poor di- 
firefled and opprefled Seed of God under all diftirtions whatſo- 
ever : 
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ever : for through Grace I can truly ſay to this day, though I 
have been rendered vile and baſe, I have love to all Saints; and 
my condition I have related to ſome that now are eminent in the 
Charches, and made my moan to them, telling them of my great 
Burden ; but what am I che bertzr? I mutt bear my own Burden : 
for 1 iee none tv ready to (earch out the Truth of the Matter, or 
bear the Burden with me, but a few Lambs of Chriſt, who for ſo 
doing are laid under Reproach, though there is none can blame 
taeir upright Converſations julily. By the wicked Contrivance of 
this back-biting People, I perceive that fear and jealouke is got 
upon the hearts of all them that call chemſelves by the Name of 
the Churches of Chriſt ; I do not ſay they deſerve nor that Name, 
bur I with rather they-may. And ſo much as to my Appeal to the 
Churches, 

12 Par, He now makes hus Appeal to God, and queſtions not but in 
a Twelvemonth he ſhall make {s and all the Churches know their 
evil. 

A»ſw. Can theſe men blame me for making my Appeal to God, 
when I came on purpoſe to make my Appeal unto them,and could 
not be heard ? what cauſe they have to do ſo, I know nor. 

As touching my making of them kyow their Evil, I might have 
been better than my word, had not they carried it about ſo cun- 
ningly, inſomuch that I could not obtain a fight of my Charge up- 
on no terms till the Twelvemonth came about ; but time enough 
ro their ſhame who work ſo ſecretly that it was a wonder, if not 
almoſt a miracle for me to come to the fight of this their preten- 
ded Charge : but what God will have brought to Light, who can 
by their cunning contrivances prevent ? for he is a God that will 
bring to light the hidden things of darkyeſs, 1 Cor.4.5, as he hath 
done this, bleſled be his Name : I have been charged upon ſe- 
veral accounts, but never in a right capacity to make my Reply 
till now ; and now I hope thoſe of the Churches that have joyr- 
ed in with them in their Work of Deceit, will ſee it to be aneyil, 
and free themſelves again of it; ſeeing I have proved my ſelf to 
be no Trappan, but Innocent in the caſe, and none can prove to 
the contrary : and 1 hope ſo well of them, that they do fee it an 
evil by this time, to fear a man that never did (nor never doth in- 
tend) them any harm. 


13 Par, They would make the Churches and Others belicyg;. 
that” 
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through the miſt of Clouds and Slanders, 41 
that this « but a brief Copy of thoſe many grand Evils for which our 
Brethren before and now, have cut bin off, and caſt hins out for the de- 
ftruftion of the fleſh. ; 
Arſ. Their grand Evils, as they are pleaſed to call them, are 
2 proved moſt of them (if not all) grand lyes, groundleſs Suppo- 
* ſitions, Surmifings,and miſtakes : I pray what will their petty Exc, 
F as they term them, prove, but petty /yes > if they were 
; brought forth and to be weighed, Job 3. 6, 7.1n the Ballance of the 
Z Santtuary, namely, the Ballance of Truth, they will without 
* all doubt be found to be too light ; they had need look very well 
about them, for all the flourith they have made of caſting me out 
F for the deſtruttion of the fleſh : what are their lying ſurmifings and 
$ the like, but the works of the fleſh? Theſe perſons may da 
4 very well to ſee the Beam that ts in their own eye, Mat. 7. 3. then 
; ſhall they ſee more plainly to pull out the Mote that ts in their Bro. 
: thers eye: The time may come,that God may ſay unto them and to 
q all the reſt of their fellow-boalters, ho hath required theſe things at 
your hands?Though you are pleaſed to call it the-work, of the Lord, 
take notice that backbiting and whiſpering, and falſe-accuſing, are 
the works of the fleſh, called ſo in Scripture, and not the works 
: of the Lord : Therefore all men may ſee, they have more cauſe 
to lie low in the fight of God for this their evil practiſe for a 
twelvemonth together laſt paſt, then to boaſt as they bave done : 
So, They do but glory in therr ſhame, Phil, 3. 19. for theſe works 
are not the works of God, but their own, which mutt be burnt 
up ; for God is coming With his {word to cut down all that is not 
of his own, for with Fire and Sword will God plead with all fleſh, 
Oh that a word of Exhortation might falten on theſe poor wan- 
s. dring Sheep that are gone a liray upon the dark, mountains, Jer.1z. 
$ 16, that Might cauſe them for to return to their firſt love,or husband, 


for then was it better with them then now, Hoſ.2.7, and make haſte, 
left the Lord our God make & breach upon them, for that they ſough: 
him xot after the.due order, 1x Chron, 15. 13. 

O that they would repent out of hand for their heady and raſh 
proceedings againtt th2ir innocent Paltor , left deliruction be 
their portion , nowwithltancing all their Profethon, 

14. Par. And ſo do zow bear our Teſtimony againſt all his Evil, 
Wall bis Adberents, and ſet our bands to the truth of it, 

SES». To this I Anſwer, If theſe Aflertors and Conclucers c1d 
_ G | walk 
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Truth breaking forth 


walk like perſons indued with true knowledge ; they ſhould have 
proved the things they talk of to be evils, before they had ſer 
their hands thereunto : by what they have done, they have mani- 
felted themſelves not to 52 wiſe nor right Artilts at the work of 
accuſation, L 

Again, if they could have proved what they have ſubſcribed 
unto, to be Evils, the next work had been to have layed them 
down before me, and made ſome endeavour to have holpen me 
to a fight thereof, as well as themſelves, and ſhewn- me by way 
of agoravatton the danger of then : and if I had been obſinate 
not to have heard ſome of them alone, to brought two more with 
them, and took (ome pains With me for to recover me out of that 
which they are pleaſed to call an Evil; andif I had remainedin 
an obtinate mind, then with ſorrow of heart and bowels of love 
told it to the Church, & the Church tohave made ſome endeavour 
to recover me, and if I would not have ſeen my Evil, then to 
have ſet a day a part for Faſting and Prayer,and to have mourned 
. birterly, -under the conſideration of the thoughts of the loſs of a 
Chief Pillar of the Church ; and when all this work was done, then 
in a ſolemn reverent and godly manner,to have gone trembling at 
the thought of what mult of necetfity then have been done, ſeeing 
there Was no avoiding of it ; and conhider what was to be done af- 
ter all this, not to reproach. 

Nay, For ſufficient to ſuch a man was this puniſhment which was 
inflifted upon many, 2 Cor.2.6, 7. So that contrarywiſe, they ought 
rather to forgive him, and comfort him , leſt perhaps ſuch a one 
ſhmld be ſwallowed up wth overmuch ſorrow;wherefore I beſecch you 
that you would confirm your love towards him. 

I ſay to theſe people, Was any. of \this done ?- Was the firitſtep 
taken in this work, much leſs the laſt, that was done to the ince- 
tuous perſon? How may theſe people dread the thoughts of their 
preſent Proceedings with their farmer, for fear God may charge 
them with Spiritual murder at the Day of the Lord, in putting a 
ftop to convertion-work, and cauſe Souls to ſtumble ? 1 ſay, Oh 
What comfort can theſe men have, that have ſet their hand to ſuch 
a work as this is > The Lord give them a fight and true ſence and 
ſorrow, yea true repentance of the ſame :- Sure by this time they 
may plainly ſee, if they do not harden their hearts, that they were 
our of the way of the Lord ; and with what comfort can they go -» | 
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through the miſt of Clouds and Slanders. 43 


to the grave With this Load upon their Conſciences? or what peace 
tney can have for theſe their irregular Proceedings, I know not? 
and truly itis to be admired they do not yet bluth at that they 
{tile their Teſtimony ; Sure they underſtand not what they ſay : 
for the word T eſt;wony doth fignifie, amongſt other things, a $00d 
report from others : but this which they have done, is found to be 
of no good repart ; therefore falſely rermed by them a Teſtimony, 

Again, a Teſtimony doth alſo import, a witneſſing well ; but 
ay bave witneſſed unto that which is Lyes, Suppoſitions and Sur- 
miſings , Which is very ill ; therefore for to ſpeak properly, have 
born no Teſtimony againſt Samuel Bradley, but jather hve made 
their ignorance further appear, and know not what they ſay in this 
caſe, nor what a Teſtimony is ; and yet theſe perſons will under- 
take for to paſs Sentence of Excommunication upon their Paſtor, 
and that as ſoon as his back was turned from them was it done, but 
never to his face. 

And whereas they ſeem to refle& upon the reſt of their Fellow- 
Members,which bore a better Conſcience than themſelves, which 
they call, Adberems ; they have little cauſe ſo to do ; for they un- 
derſtand the Rules of Chriſt better, than to run raſhly and headily 
upon things contrary to the right Order, but have waited with 
patience upon the Lord, and have proved Fellow-feelers of their 
Paftors Sorrows and great Aﬀiictiohs, that have befallen him 
through the means of the perſons aforeſaid, that are turned his 
Accuſers, though falſely ; and they in Conſcience could not joyn 
with them without breach of Covenant, I ſhall ſay unto theſe my 
Accuſers, had they been as tender of the Glory of God, as theſe 
they call My Adberents, they might have been made partakers of 
true Peace with thefn ;- though by their means they are made to 
[tand alone ſeparated from the reſt of their Brethren, to their great 
grief; and could they violate the peace of their conſciences as 
thoſe have done, they might have been their dear Friends kill : 
Let theſe men be careful, left they flay theUpright in Converſa- 
tron, with the Swerd of their Mouth, namely, bitter words , as 
they havenot been athamed to do,left Wrath break forth from the 
Lord upon them. 

” And whereas they ſay, They have ſet their hands to the Truth, 
I o$k them whether their Conſciences did not prick them when 


| . they were ſetting their Pen to Paper ? ſo as they began with a lye, 


Go 2 they 
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they conclude with a lye alſo: O how can theſe People with 

| Confidence call that a Charge, waich they themſelves confeſt in 
the laſt Particular theresf, to bz but petty Zhings ? or call that 4 
Trath, which is Ruffed up with fo many Lyes, Suppoſirions, and 
ſarmfing Expreſſions, as nach been proved all along? O that the 
would lay theſe ſad proczedings to heart, that for this 
Twelvemonth together they have-conttived againlt their innocent 
Paſtor, as they have owned him to be, and yet have cried him up 
tor a Trappan, at ſuch a high hand ! They may ſee, if they do not 
wilfully (hut their Eyes, that his Innocencie has (o ſhined in this 
matter, that the Lord hath holp him to weather the ſtorms of all 
ſorts they nave raiſed upon him, onely from Fears and Jealoufies : 
O what will thzy do, when God thall call them to an account ! 
How will they be able to ſtand before him ! Ic is not their trong- 
hold of Church-Fellowthip that will ſhelter them from the wrath 
of God : for if he ſet the Worm of Conſcience a gnawing , their 
Gourd will ſoon be deſtroyed, and where are they then > My 
Prayer ſhall be that they may repent, and the Lord forgive them, 
for1do; and for ever hereafter let them be Gillent, and never 
more open their mouth to reproach : and as Fob ſaid of his friends, 
ſo ſhall I ſay of mine, Fob 16.24. [ have heard many ſuch things ; 
miſerable Comforters are you all, 


And now-you may. ſee I have diligently examined this their 
pretended Charge, that hath occaſioned ſuch aſtir in the Nation, 
and have found it to ſtand upon the Foundation of Untruths, 
Jealouke, Tautology, groundleſs Fears, Surmifings and Suppoſi-- 
tions: by which means have many been made to have: hard 
thoughts, and to ſpeak high words againlt S; Bradley, as if he had 
been turned from what acquaintance he had with God, to be a »0- 
rorious Betrayer of the Lords People, ; and thorow this means alſo, 
fora year together, and more, have ſundry, yea,ſcores of lyes been 
raiſed of him, whereof many of them are upon-Record, (but not 
judged expedient tobe publiſhed) and-are- proved by ſufficient 
£0ly Perſons:to be falſehoods ; as may be ſeen by any ſober 
Chiiftian, that defires to be ſatished therein : Though theſe things 
have occahoned unexpreiſible trouble unto me; yer in the midſt 
of all, 1 do rejoyce 1n the teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 2 Cor,1,12, 
being.clea from any kinde of guilt in this marter, God is my Wits, 
neſs}; 


—— 
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neſs; and in affarance thereof, I do in the fear and name of the 
Lord God everlaſting now declare to all ſorts of People y- Profeſ- 
ſors, o1'Prophane, for to come forth and accuſe me if they can, 
in this matter upon their own knowledge, or by poſitive proof from 
any, That Idideverin all my life do any thing that had the leaſt 
tendency to any ſuch thing, as to rhe inſnaring of the People of 
the Lord :- I do here further declare in the preſence of God, An- 
gels and Men, as I ſhall anſwer it at the great and terrible day of 
the Lord, which now haſtens, That my Soul doth loath and abhor 
the very thoughts, much more the ating of any ſuch thing : And 
were not the Glory of God and the Good of poor Sinners con- 
cerned in this matter, I ſhould not have put Pen to Paper, but 
Rill remained in filence, knowing that with the help of the Lord 
my Innocencie in this caſe, though it may be long, would have 
opt the mouths of the ſcandalous Reproachers ; I heating the 
Goſpel ſo much reproached on my part, being repreſented to the 
Nation to be that I am not, namely a Trappan ; and Profeſlors on 


| their parts making of it their buſineſs to broach new Lyes every 


Week almoſt, if not altogether, which my ſoul was ſorely grieved 
to hear ; and' this pretended Charge by ſo great a Providence 
brought to my hand, I could forbear no longer, judging it my du- 
ty to let the Lords People through the whole Nation y undeiftand 
the whole matter in controverſie between me and thoſe of my 
own Houſe, to the end they may be-in- a right capacity to judge 
between us, 

Now the Lord haſten the time that Sons Breaches may be made 
up, that there may be »o more ſmoak_ in his holy Temple, but a faith- 
ful ſerving of the Lord with one conſent : Which is the Prayer of 
him whoſe Love doth run out (however it hath been thought other- 
wayes by many). to all the precious Seed of Renown ; who longs 
to (ee Sion a quiet Habitation, and the Joy of the whole Earth, 

er Children to walk in Love, and fo fulfill the whole Law, to the 
end they may live in Peace. Sos the. God of Peace be with you all, 

Tocloſe up all, I ſhall (omitting divers Letters of Vindication 
written in my behalf by thefe People) preſent tne Reader with a 


| true Copy, word for-word, of their. Letter of Recommendation, by 


which they ſent ne forth to preach the Goſp2| ; which was: done 
bur eight or nine days-before this Dreadful Breae®, 
The 


\ 
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46 ' - » Truth breaking forth, 


The Church of Chriſt meeting together in the 
Faith and Order of the Goſpel, in Salisbury Lane 
near R-driff, Senderh Greeting : This Leccer of 
Recommzadation, to be communicated to the 
Churches of Chriſt in London, or any part of the 
Nation; and to all Saints of the like precious 
Faith wich Us, whereloever. 


E there in the Name and Fear of God in 4. ſolewn manner, as we 

de apprehend, according tothe Rule of Chriſt laid down in the 
Goſpel, by Faſting and Prayer, ſeparated, ſet apart and ſent forth 
our dear Brother in the Lord Samuel Bradley, uw the Work, of the 
HMimſtry, to preach the Goſpel of Free Grace and Reconciliation to 
poor Sinners, anudof Conſolation to Saints : To be znſtant in this Work 
res ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ; to Reprove, Rebuks, Exhort, with all 
long-Snffering and Dottrine, as He ſhall have opportunity offered, We 
do judge Him to be one whom the Lord hath made able by bis Spirit 
for to divide the Word of Trath aright : Being one that bath been un- 
der the Terrors of the Lord, knows how the better by the Terrors of the 
Lord to perſwade Sinzers to com in to Chriſt : And one who bath ex- 
perienced the pangs of the New Birth, who hath Chriſt formed i» 
Him ; That hath been Inſtrunsental in the Hand of the Lord to turns 
and many more from Sin to Grace,from Darkyeſs to Light; And ſome, if 
not all of Vs, have been a Seal of His e Miniſtry ( in the, Lord) and He 
is near and dear to Us for the Work's ſakg ; Whoſe Converſation #s in 
all things becoming the Goſpel of Our Lord FESUS ; Whoſe Life 1s a 
conſtant Sermon toMs, Naw if You account Us Fellow-Citizens of 
the New Jeruſalem, and Swbjelts of the King of kings , and Heirs 
of rhe Kingdom of Grace, being made Partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture, Recerve Hum as Our own Bowels, whom We truſt 1 very much 
pon the Heart of God , and hath obtained great Grace , who hath 
had large Experience of the Love of God, who 1s a Brother beloved, 
who is eſpecially known tots, who hath begotten Us to Chriſt, who us 
Our Spiritual Paſtor to feedlts, and to walk, in and - out before; 
Therefore We may [ay of hins 4s Paul ſaid of Timothy, Phil 
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* through the Miſt of Clouds.and $ andere, 47 


We have no Man ſo dear to Us, who will naturally care for out 
Eſtate, &'c. But we kyow the Proof of Him, That He hath been 

d is a great Labourer in the Vinyard of the Lord : We ſend Hims 
n why forth inthe Name of the Lord, to do the Work, of the Lord, 
that when We ſee Him again, We may do it with Foy : Recerve Him 
therefore in the Work of the Lord with all gladneſs, and hold ſuch in 
Reputation for Chriſts ſaks, yea , and for their Work ſake. And ſo 
We reſt Tour Brethren in Chriſt the Beloved of the Father, who © full 
of Grace and Truth , and ſnbſcr:be Our Names in the behalf of the 
Church. T he Grace of Our Lord Feſms Chriſt be with You all, (Amen.) 


The 5th of the John Glyde, Elder. John Aften, 


5th Month, Benj. Minzes,Deac, ohu Bentlie. 
1663, John Johnſon. Samuel Hackney 
| Henry Tabor, Jeoffry Lane. 


Roger Morlie, William Green, 


